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Link to course Library webpage 

This two-quarter research seminar works comparatively, asking students to think about the 
relationship between technological change and the larger cultural, social, and political 
environment in which it occurs. We begin by situating the “Rise of the West” in a world context, 
and then focus our attention on Europe and the United States.  We are particularly interested in 
comparing the process of technological change in the Britain and France, on the one hand, and 
in Britain and the United States, on the other.  

  

The spring quarter will be devoted to discussion of readings, to getting students started on their 
research projects, and to the preparation of formal research proposals.  Weekly reading 
assignments are listed below.  Readings are all available for downloading from the course 
website.  Each reading (with the exception of the first) will be presented to the class by a student 
who is responsible for starting off the discussion.  Students will also be expected to report orally 
each week on the progress of their research project.  By the end of the first quarter students must 
produce a research proposal that includes a discussion of the topic, a plan of research, and a 
bibliography of primary and secondary sources.  Students are expected to pursue their research 
over the summer and be prepared to present drafts of their papers in the fall. The fall quarter 
will be devoted to weekly presentations of drafts, with the expectation that each student will be 
able to present at least twice. The goal is to emerge from this process with a publishable paper. 

  

Office hours:     Prof. Jacob, Thursdays, 2:00-3:50PM, Bunche 5262, mjacob@history.ucla.edu 

Prof. Lamoreaux, Tuesdays and Thursdays, 3:30-5:00PM, Bunche 9268, 
Lamoreaux@econ.ucla.edu  

  





 

  

  

  

Schedule of Topics and Readings for the Spring Quarter: 

  

April 5     Introduction:  Purpose of the Research seminar and Introduction to Libraries and 
Materials (We will go to the Young Research Library for a presentation by Ellen 
Broidy at 2:15.) 



  

April 12   Europe in a World Context  

  

Jack A. Goldstone, The Happy Chance, forthcoming.  (The author will be at the 
seminar to discuss the work, so there will be no student presenter.)  

  

Contents Introduction Chapter 1 Chapter 2 Chapter 3 

Chapter 4 Chapter 5 Chapter 6 Chapter 7 Chapter 8 

Chapter 9 Chapter 10 Chapter 11 Conclusion Bibliography 

  

  

April 19   Europe in a World Context, continued 

  

Kenneth Pomeranz, The Great Divergence:  Europe, China, and the Making of the 
Modern World Economy (2000) Part 1 [cont]. 

David S. Landes, The Wealth and Poverty of Nations:  Why Some Are So Rich and 
Some Are So Poor (1998), Chapters 1, 2 and 3. 

Joel Mokyr, The Gifts of Athena:  Historical Origins of the Knowledge Economy 
(2002), pp. 28-104. [cont.] 

  

April 26   Newtonian Mechanical Science Made Accessible  

  

Jean Desaguliers,  A Course of Experimental Philosophy (1745) [Part One] [Part Two] 
[Part Three] 

Roy Porter, The Creation of the Modern World: The Untold Story of the British 
Enlightenment (2000), chapter 6 

Edward W. Stevens, Jr., The Grammar of the Machine (1995), Introduction and 
Chapter 6 



Oliver Evans, The Abortion of the Young Steam Engineer’s Guide (1805), [Articles I – 
IX] [Articles X – XVII] [Articles XVIII – Appendix] 

  

Additional assignment:  Examine some early U.S. patents at 
http://www.uspto.gov/patft/index.html (Note:  early patents are searchable 
only by patent number, so try some low numbers.) 

  

May 3     Cultural Contours of British Industrialization  

  

Margaret C. Jacob, Scientific Culture and the Making of the Industrial West (1997), 
chapters 5 and Chapter 6 

Margaret C. Jacob and David Reid, “Technical Knowledge and the Mental Universe of 
Manchester’s Early Cotton Manufacturers,” Canadian Journal of History, 36 
(August 2001), pp. 283-304. 

Adam Smith, The Wealth of Nations (1776), Modern Library edition (abridged), pp. 
184-221 [book 3, chapter 4, “How Commerce of the Towns contributed to the 
Improvement of the Country; and book 4, chapter 1, “Of the principle of the 
Commercial or Mercantile System.”] 

  

May 10   French Industrial Culture from Colbert to Condillac    

  

Phillipe Minard, “Colbertism Continued? The Inspectorate of Manufactures and 
Strategies of Exchange in Eighteenth-Century France,” French Historical Studies, 
23 (Summer 2000), pp. 477-96. 

Abbé de Condillac, Commerce and Government Considered in their Mutual 
Relationship (1776), pp. 75-99. 

Michael Kwass, “Consumption and the World of Ideas:  Consumer Revolution and the 
Moral Economy of the Marquis de Mirabeau,” Eighteenth Century Studies, 37 
(Winter 2004), pp. 187-213. 

  



May 17   Civil Society, Cosmopolitanism, and the International Community of Scientists 

  

Paul A. David, “Patronage, Reputation, and Common Agency Contracting in the 
Scientific Revolution: From Keeping 'Nature's Secrets' to the Institutionalization of 
'Open Science'” unpublished paper, 2000. 

Christopher Grasso, A Speaking Aristocracy:  Transforming Public Discourse in 
Eighteenth-Century Connecticut (1999), Introduction and Chapter 4. 

John F. Kasson, Civilizing the Machine:  Technology and Republican Values in 
America, 1776-1900 (1976), Chapter 1. 

Louis P. Masur, ed., The Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin (2003), pp. 124-27, 154-
58. 

Benjamin Franklin, “An Account of the New-Invented Pennsylvanian Fireplaces,” in L. 
Jesse Lemisch, ed., Benjamin Franklin:  The Autobiography and Other Writings 
(1961), pp. 239-43. 

  

May 24   Societies of Scientists and Manufacturers 

  

Jennifer S. Uglow, The Lunar Men (2002), Chapters 9 and 10. 

Anthony F. C. Wallace, Rockdale:  The Growth of an American Village in the Early 
Industrial Revolution (1972), pp. 217-39 

Judith A. McGaw, Most Wonderful Machine:  Mechanization and Social Change in 
Berkshire Paper Making, 1801-1885 (1987), Chapters 5 and Chapter 6. 

Robert Allen, “Collective Invention,” Journal of Economic Behavior and Organization, 
4 (January 1983), pp. 1-24. 

  

May 31   No Class, Memorial Day Holiday 

  

June 7     Democracy and Technology 



  

B. Zorina Khan and Kenneth L. Sokoloff, “Patent Institutions, Industrial Organization 
and Early Technological Change:  Britain and the United States, 1790-1850,” in 
Maxine Berg and Kristine Bruland, eds., Technological Revolutions in Europe:  
Historical Perspectives (1998), pp. 292-313. 

Christine Macleod, “Negotiating the Rewards of Invention:  The Shop-Floor Inventor 
in Victorian Britain,” Business History, 41 (April 1999), pp. 17-36. 

B. Zorina Khan and Kenneth L. Sokoloff, “‘Schemes of Practical Utility’:  
Entrepreneurship and Innovation among ‘Great Inventors’ in the United States, 
1790-1865,” Journal of Economic History, 53 (June 1993), pp. 289-307. 

Joyce Appleby, Inheriting the Revolution:  The First Generation of Americans (2000), 
Chapter 3.  

Catherine L. Fisk, “Removing the ‘Fuel of Interest’ from the ‘Fire of Genius’:  Law and 
the Employee-Inventor, 1830-1930,” University of Chicago Law Review, 65 (Fall 
1998), pp. 1127-98.[Part I] [Part II] [Part III] 

  

Selected Primary Source Materials at Local Libraries:  

  

Gross Collection at the Anderson school—a collection of early modern economic pamphlets, 
maps, accounting ledgers, travel accounts 

  

Young Research Library—if you read French—has the best collection in the world (seriously) of 
books by a publisher who never existed, “Pierre Marteau” of Cologne who published 
from 1661 to 1795 (various houses used the phony name) to put out made up travel 
accounts that attacked the French system of government, the church, etc. 

  

Clark Library—fabulous 18th century collection, also Americana 

  

Evans American imprints—YRL has digital 

  



Nineteenth-century American periodicals (microfilm) 

  

Scientific American (hard copy from beginning in YRL) 

�


