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Spring and Fall, 2004 Prof. NaiocLamoreaux

Culture, Political Economy, and Technological ChangEurope

and the United States, 1680-1850

Link to course Library webpage

This two-quarter research seminar works compar#givasking students to think about the
relationship between technological change and #éingdr cultural, social, and political
environment in which it occurs. We begin by situgthe “Rise of the West” in a world context,
and then focus our attention on Europe and the @th&tates. We are particularly interested in
comparing the process of technological change éBhtain and France, on the one hand, and
in Britain and the United States, on the other.

The spring quarter will be devoted to discussioreadings, to getting students started on their
research projects, and to the preparation of formesearch proposals. Weekly reading
assignments are listed below. Readings are alllabie for downloading from the course
website. Each reading (with the exception of itst)fwill be presented to the class by a student
who is responsible for starting off the discussi@tudents will also be expected to report orally
each week on the progress of their research projBgtthe end of the first quarter students must
produce a research proposal that includes a disoussf the topic, a plan of research, and a
bibliography of primary and secondary sources. détis are expected to pursue their research
over the summer and be prepared to present drattseir papers in the fall. The fall quarter

will be devoted to weekly presentations of drafit) the expectation that each student will be
able to present at least twice. The goal is to gadrom this process with a publishable paper.

Office hours:  Prof. Jacob, Thursdays, 2:00-Bf0Bunche 5262njacob@history.ucla.edu

Prof. Lamoreaux, Tuesdays and Thursdays, 3:30-B40@®@nche 9268,
Lamoreaux@econ.ucla.edu







Schedule of Topics and Readings for the Spring @uar

April 5  Introduction: Purpose of the Reseaseminar and Introduction to Libraries and
Materials (We will go to the Young Research Librésya presentation by Ellen
Broidy at 2:15.)



April 12 Europe in a World Context

Jack A. Goldstonelhe Happy Chancdorthcoming. (The author will be at the
seminar to discuss the work, so there will be ndestit presenter.)

Contents Introduction Chapter 1 Chapter 2 Chapter 3
Chapter 4 Chapter 5 Chapter 6 Chapter 7 Chapter 8
Chapter 9 Chapter 10 Chapter 11 Conclusion Bibliography

April 19 Europe in a World Context, continued

Kenneth PomeranZ,he Great Divergence: Europe, China, and the Malahthe
Modern World Econom{2000)Part 1 £on{.

David S. LandesThe Wealth and Povertf Nations: Why Some Are So Rich and
Some Are So Po@l998), Chapters 1, 2 and 3.

Joel Mokyr,The Gifts of Athena: Historical Origins of the Kmedge Economy
(2002), pp. 28-104 cpnt]

April 26 Newtonian Mechanical Science Made Acddss

Jean Desaguliersh Course of Experimental Philosopfiy745) Part Oné[Part Twqg
[Part Threg

Roy PorterThe Creation of the Modern World: The Untold Stofyhe British
Enlightenmen{2000), chapter 6

Edward W. Stevens, JThe Grammar of the Machin{@995),Introduction and
Chapter 6




Oliver Evans;The Abortion of the Young Steam Engineer’'s G(1&@5), Articles | —
IX] [Articles X — XVII] [Articles XVIII — Appendiy

Additional assignment: Examine some early U.Semistat
http://www.uspto.gov/patft/index.htniNote: early patents are searchable
only by patent number, so try some low numbers.)

May 3  Cultural Contours of British Industriadizon

Margaret C. Jacolgcientific Culture and the Making of the IndustNEest(1997),
chapters mndChapter 6

Margaret C. Jacob and David Reidgthnical Knowledge and the Mental Universe of
Manchester’s Early Cotton Manufacturér€anadian Journal of History36
(August 2001), pp. 283-304.

Adam Smith.The Wealth of Nationd 776), Modern Library edition (abridged), pp.
184-221 [book 3, chapter 4, “How Commerce of thevii® contributed to the
Improvement of the Country; and book 4, chaptéf the principle of the
Commercial or Mercantile System.”]

May 10 French Industrial Culture from ColberiGQondillac

Phillipe Minard, ‘Colbertism Continued? The Inspectorate of Manufastand
Strategies of Exchange in Eighteenth-Century Frarkrench Historical Studies
23 (Summer 2000), pp. 477-96.

Abbé de CondillacCommerce and Government Considered in their Mutual
Relationship(1776), pp. 75-99.

Michael Kwass, “Consumption and the World of Ide@ansumer Revolution and the
Moral Economy of the Marquis de Mirabeatighteenth Century Studie37
(Winter 2004), pp. 187-213.




May 17 Civil Society, Cosmopolitanism, and theemational Community of Scientists

Paul A. David, Patronage, Reputation, and Common Agency Contradtirthe
Scientific Revolution: From Keeping 'Nature's S&gr® the Institutionalization of
'‘Open Scienckunpublished paper, 2000.

Christopher Grass@, Speaking Aristocracy: Transforming Public Discs®iin
Eighteenth-Century Connectic(i999), Introduction and Chapter 4.

John F. KassorCivilizing the Machine: Technology and Republid&alues in
America, 1776-19001976), Chapter 1.

Louis P. Masur, edThe Autobiography of Benjamin Frank{003), pp. 124-27, 154-
58.

Benjamin Franklin, An Account of the New-Invented Pennsylvanian Fiaepk’ in L.
Jesse Lemisch, edBenjamin Franklin: The Autobiography and Other tiigs
(1961), pp. 239-43.

May 24 Societies of Scientists and Manufacturers

Jennifer S. UglowThe Lunar Mer(2002), Chapters 9 and 10.

Anthony F. C. WallaceRockdale: The Growth of an American Village in Baly
Industrial Revolutior(1972), pp. 217-39

Judith A. McGawMost Wonderful Machine: Mechanization and Sociah@ge in
Berkshire Paper Making, 1801-1885987),Chapters andChapter 6

Robert Allen, Collective Inventior’ Journal of Economic Behavior and Organization
4 (January 1983), pp. 1-24.

May 31 No Class, Memorial Day Holiday

June 7 Democracy and Technology



B. Zorina Khan and Kenneth L. SokolofR&atent Institutions, Industrial Organization
and Early Technological Change: Britain and théééhStates, 1790-1850n
Maxine Berg and Kristine Bruland, ed¥gchnological Revolutions in Europe:
Historical Perspective§1998), pp. 292-313.

Christine Macleod, Negotiating the Rewards of Invention: The ShopeFlmventor
in Victorian Britain” Business Historyd1 (April 1999), pp. 17-36.

B. Zorina Khan and Kenneth L. Sokoloff Sthemes of Practical Utility’:
Entrepreneurship and Innovation among ‘Great Inveshin the United States,
1790-186%" Journal of Economic Historyv3 (June 1993), pp. 289-307.

Joyce Applebylnheriting the Revolution: The First Generatiohfimericang2000),
Chapter 3

Catherine L. Fisk, “Removing the ‘Fuel of Interefstm the ‘Fire of Genius’: Law and
the Employee-Inventor, 1830-193@WJhiversity of Chicago Law Review5 (Fall
1998), pp. 1127-9& art | [Part I [Part 11]]

Selected Primary Source Materials at Local Libiarie

Gross Collection at the Anderson school—a collectbearly modern economic pamphlets,
maps, accounting ledgers, travel accounts

Young Research Library—if you read French—has #s bollection in the world (seriously) of
books by a publisher who never existed, “Pierretttr” of Cologne who published
from 1661 to 1795 (various houses used the phomeh#o put out made up travel
accounts that attacked the French system of govarrthe church, etc.

Clark Library—fabulous 18 century collection, also Americana

Evans American imprints—YRL has digital



Nineteenth-century American periodicals (microfilm)

Scientific Americarghard copy from beginning in YRL)



