Beth Fowkes Tobin
*%k% DRAFT***
Chapter 2

Acquiring Pacific Shdls: Collectors, Dealers, and Cook®@Voyages

In last quater of the eighteenth century, shdls were broughtback to Britain from
the southern hemisphae by common seamen and naval officers aike, who intended to
sell these objects or reserve them for strategic gift-giving. These voyagers not only
gathered shdlsin thePacific with thegod of exchanging them as natural curiogties and
scientific specimensin Britain, butalso collected South Pacific artifacts tha were
fashioned from shdls, such as fishhooksor armbands and artifacts tha contained shdl
matter, mogly in theform of mother of pearl, which was an important decorative element
in the congruction of such objects as statues, masks, ceremonial dress, bracelets, and
necklaces. Shdlstha had been worked by Pacific Iandesinto objects of use and beauty
showed up in dealersOshowroors, in audtions andin private museums, and they were
sold rightalongside shdls as natural history specimens Advertised in catalogsand sold
in auctions shells from Captain James Cook®voyages, appearing as both artificial and
naural curiogties, were especially popular with amateur collectors interested polite
science as thelatest fashionable pursuit. Also keen to possess shdls from Cook®@voyages
were seriouscollectors who as connosseurs had large collectionsof beautiful andrare
shdls, and naturalists eager to see specimensunknown in European scientific circles. The

auction of the Duchess of Portland® collectionsdrew jus such amixed crowd of natural



history collectors as well as those hoping to purchase items assodated with Cook®
Voyages.

Collectors were eager to possess shdls from Cook®@voyages because they were
rare, beautiful, and novd, butwhen he died onthethird voyage and his celebrity status
was confirmed by popubr opinion, naural history objects assodated with Cook took on
an inareased valuedistinct fromthear scientific qudities. Cook was aready well known
dueto the successes of hisfirst two voyagesin 1763-1771and 17721775,but hisrenown
grew even greater with thestory of his dramatic desth in Hawaii in 1779 Cook®
poghumouspopukrity was fudled by the publication of the officia narrative of thethird
voyage, A Voyage to the Pacific Ocean (1784) cobbled togeher by the Rev. John
Douglas from Cook® official journds, and the pulication of multiple narratives, some of
dubiousqudity, written by participants of thethird voyage The prefaceto 4 Voyage to
the Pacific Ocean, written anonynoudy by afellow naval officer, praises Cook for his
ingenuity, bravery, and humenity: Orhe death of this eminent and valuable man was a
loss to mankind in general; and particularly to be deplored by every nation tha respects
useful accomplishments, tha honous science, and loves the benevolent and amiable
affectionsof theheart. . . For, actuaed aways by the mog attentive care and tende
compassion for the savages in genera, this excellent man was ever assiduousy
endeavouring, by kind treatment, to dissipae thar fears, and court ther friendship;
overlooking ther thefts and treacheries . . .O? However, it must be noted that Cook®
condud, particularly onthelast voyage, suggested otherwise; witnesses described the
severity of the punishments meted out to Pacific ISandeasfor thar suppo®d thefts, the

master of the Discovery writing of Cook® treatment of a @hiefO Gais Captain Cookesaid



tha hemightbeknown here after, aswell asto deter therest fromtheft or usngusill
when on ShoreN this was by scoring both his arms with a common knife by oneof our
Seamen. Longitudindly and transversaly, into theBoneN This the man bore with all the
Fortitudeimaginable, asindeed they al did ther punishments . . .O* Such inddents did
not appear in Cook® own narative or its published versions and as aresult, his
reputation for humane treatment of those Pacific Iande's he had encountered onthese
voyages remained unaullied.

Cook@statusas a naiond hero was further consolidated by PhilippeJacques
Loutherboury@ pantomine Omai, or, A Trip round the World, which opened in December
1785and was paformed seventy timesin thefollowing year.* It tapped into its
audience@ curiosty about Cook and eagerness to embrace him as ahero. With its
dramatic display of The Apotheosis of Captain Cook, apanting of grand propottions
which descended onto the stage during thefind scene the play Omai used performance,
musc, and art to confirm the heroic imagethat had been condructed in the print culture
of the popukr press andin the podry of thelikes of AnnaSeward, William Cowper, and
Hannah More, al of whom celebrated Cook® voyages as emblems of humenitarian and
enlightened scientific exploration. Thoudh Evangdicas Cowper and More were critical
of the potentia for violence implicit in such voyages of discovery, they portrayed Cook
as an exception to therule of the crud explorer, More stressing Cook@ Qyentle mind®
Orhy loveof arts, thy love of humankind;. . . thy mild and lib@al plan.OVisud artists,
responding in part to Loutherboury@ Apotheosis, took up thetheme of Cook® desth at
the handsof those very GavagesOhe had attempted, in thewordsof the play, Qhot to

conque but save,0and produced pantingsof his last moments in Hawaii, images tha



circulated widdy as engravings even as decorative motifs onwallpgper and fabric.> With
the popukbrity of the pantomime Omai, theproliferation of illugrationsof Cook®
encounersin the Pacific, and the official and undficial publicationsdescribing thefind
voyage, Cook was on everyone&3 mindswhen the Duchess of Portland®@ auction was
announed in the press and advertised daily for over amonthin April 1786

Shdlsfromall over theworld were sold at the Portland audtion, with specimens
from the South Pacific fetching especially high prices. For sale were shdls assodated
with Cook®voyages, shdlsfrom Australia, New Zealand, Tahiti, New Caledonia, New
Hebrides, Tonga the Marquesas, and the Sodety Idandsas well as from the northwestern
coast of North America. For ingance, Lot 3992is described as O\ neat small specimen of
TrochusSolaris, L. var. Imperidis, or the Imperial Sun,from Cloudy Bay, New
ZealandN extremely scarce,Owhich was boughtfor L4 6sby theagent Dillon acting on
behdf of M. deCalonne Lot 3832,an oyder, was boughtfor L4 4s its valueno doubt
increased by its assodation with Cook: O\ very large and fine specimen of the white
variety of Ostrea MalleusL ., broughtby Capt. Cooke fromthe Coral Reef off Endeavour
River onthe Coast of New HollandN very rare.OAnother three lots containing black
hammer oyder shdls, which were sold for prices tha ranging from six shillingsto over a
pound,were bough by desler George Humphrey.®

Hammer oyder shdls, especialy therare white species, were congdered by
collectors to bevery desirable. William Andeason, the surgeon on Cook@third voyage,
wrote abouthammer oygersin his naural history of Tonga Orhe many reefs and shods
ontheNorth side of theidand, afford shdter for an endless variety of shdl-fish; amongg

which are many that are esteemed preciousin Europe Such asthetrue hammer oyder; of



which however nonecould beobtained entire.3 In search of hammer oyster specimens
Daniel Solander, British Museum curator in charge of naural history specimens
convinced the Board of Trugeesin 1779to let him attend a sale of naural history
specimensat George Humphrey@ showroomat Covent Garden with theaim of buying
hammer oyder shdls, which heargued would be an important contributionto the
museum@ collection: O\ Sale of alarge Collection of Natural & Artificial Curiosties
will sooncommence at Humphrey@in St. Martin@® Lane, where severa specimensare
which are wanted in the collection of this Museum. Dr Solande begsthe Directors of the
Committee if hemay be permitted to make any purchases there & to wha amountOTwo
months|ater, Solande recorded in the museum@ diary: Boughtat Humphreys Sale:
Hammer Oyster ---- 3:16:0.3 Thoughthis notation in the Diary and Occurrence-Book
of the British Museum suggests tha some of the Museum@ natural history specimens
from Cook® voyages were purchased from deslers, we have no such doaumentation
surrounding the duchess@ acquisition of he hammer oyster specimens Did shetoo
purchase them from the dealer Humphrey, or did she acquire them in some other fashion,
buying them from individuds directly involved in Cook®voyages or possibly receiving
them as gifts from Cook himself?

These questionsare not answvered easily. Unlike the notationsSolande entered
into the official diary he kept as a curator of the British Museum@ natural history
collections thereis no paper trail of receipts for the duchess@® purchases of shdls, noris
there extant, asfar as| know, any correspondence between the dudhess and Captain Cook
discussing shdlswith her. Thoughit is certain tha she acquired shdls from Cook, we do

not know for sure whether she pad for them or received them as gifts. Tha Cook gave



her shdls seems more than likely for a number of reasons for in thisworld where
paronagewas thekey to sodal and professiond advancement and econormic success,
giving giftsto powerful people was the expected method of priming the pump of
generosty and influence.’ For thelikes of James Cook, Charles Clerke, and Johann
Reinhold Forster, the naturalist of the secondvoyage theimpartant pesonages to whom
onegave gifts were figures such as JohnMontagu, Earl of Sandwich and Lord of the
Admiralty, Sir Josgph Banks and even the Duchess of Portland, who thougha woman,
had powerful friendsin Queen Charlotte and King Georgelll, Lord Bute, and her own
elder son, al of whomcould advance careersif they so wished.

Whether the duchess received her hammer oyser from Cook or Clerke as a gift or
sheboughtit fromHumphrey or another dealer in naural history items, we cannotknow
for certain, butwe can recover the pahsby which Pacific shdls entered into her cabind.
Throughcareful scrutiny of he correspondeance with her fellow shdl collectors aswell as
an examinaion of naval logsand journds fromvariousvoyages, it is possible to
recondruct theway in which Pacific shdlswere gathered on thevoyages and dispersed in
Britain. In tracing the movement of Pacific shdlsinto the duchess® and other collectorsO
cabinets of curiogty, this chgpter examines the eagerness with which collectors tried to
acquire shdls from Cook®@voyages, therole of naural history dedlersin thecirculation
and commodification of exotic specimens and the methodsby which those who traveled
with Cook, his crew, officers, and naturalists, gahered naural history specimensintent
on selling them or exchanging them for more elusve rewardsthan cash once they
returned to Britain. Before turning to the dudhess and her collecting practices, | will

sketch outthe soda milieu in which she collected exotic shdls, providing examples of



theway in which natural history specimens especially those gathered on Captain James
Cook@three voyages to the South Pacific in the 1770sbecame both objects of scientific

value and hot commodities.

Resolution® Exotic Cargoes

Collectors waited eagerly for Captain Cook® shipsto return from the South
Pacific so that they could bethefirst to ge the newest, rarest, and mos exotic shdls,
birds plants, and artifacts yet to beseen. In 1775when the Resolution, Captain Cook®
ship on the secondvoyage, arrived at Woolwich after a three-yearsQcircumnavigation,
the scenewas oneof festivity, celebration, and anticipation as important pesonages
flocked to theship to see wha exotic cargoesit hdd. Thoughthe ship arrived nearly a
year after its companion ship, the Adventure, had docked, expectationsran very high asto
the qudity and quantity of the ship@ cargo of natural history specimensbecause the
Resolution carried the naturalists Johann Reinhold Forster and his son Georg on boad.
Daniel Solande went down to the dodks to see for himself and to report to his paron, Sir
Joseph Banks, on the ship@ bourty of curiosties. Solande accompanied JohnMontagu,
Earl of Sandwich and 1% Lord of the Admiralty and his large paty as they ferried out
down the Thames to the shipyards near Greenwich. Solande wrote to Banks

Our Expedition down to the Resolution, made yesterday quite afeast to all

who were concernedbwe set out early from the Tower; . . . visited

Deptford yard; . . . and afterwardsto Woolwich, where we took onboad

Miss Ray & Co. [Lord Sandwich® mistress] and then proceeded to the

Galleonswhere we were welcomed on boad of the Resolution Dand Lord



Sandwich made many of them quite happy.
Between the shipboad ceremonies and thedinne provided for the officers by Lord
Sandwich in Woolwich, Solande had alittle bit of time to pesk at Qheir curious
collectionsO
Mr Clarke [Lieutenant Charles Clerke] shew@ ussome of his drawingsof
Birds made by amidshipsman, notbad, which | believe heintendsfor you
[Bankg. | wastold that Mr Andeson, oneof the Surgeon® Mates has
made a goodBotanical Collection, butl did not see him. There were on
boad 3 live Otahdte [Tahiti] Dogs theugliest & mod stupid of all the
Caninetribe Forster had onboad thefollowing livestock: a SpringeBock
fromthe Cape a Surikate, two Eagles, & severa small Birdsall fromthe
Cape | bdieve heintendsthem for the Queen. . . . Pickersgill madethe
Ladies sick, by shewing them the New Zealand head, of which 2 or 3
dices were broiled and eat on boad the Shipblt is preserved in spirits;
and | proposto ge it for Hunter [thefamousanaomist], who goes down
with me tomorrow on purpose, when we expect the Ship will bein
Deptford.*°
Solanda® brief glimpse of how stuffed the ship was with natural history specimens, both
dive and dead, natural and artificial, captures the crew@® and the of ficer@ excitement
ove theimpact tha they had hoped ther cargoes of curiosties would, and did, have on
Londonsodiety in genea and collectorsin particular.
Natural history objects--shdls, birds(alive and dead), plants (alive and dead),

artifacts, in particular weapons from distant landDwere a big busness.*! Dedlers had



showrooms devoted to displaying thar objects, and audtion houses, such as Christie®,
Sotheby@, Langford®, and Skinne'@, published catalogsof these dealersOinventories
and sold them at auction alongwith the naural history collectionsof minor and major
collectors. Shipslcrews, from officers down to the common seaman, all knew aboutthe
naura history busness and all hopel to profit from collecting whatever they could lay
thar handson, tradefor, and trangport back home. Once back in England, members of
Cook® crew were eager to sell items they had collected.*” Solande reported to Banks
Geveral seamen of the Resolution have called to offer curiosties.3® For ingance, John
Marra, acommon seaman, wrote to Banksfrom on boad the Resolution abouthis
collection of shdls, hoping that he could persuaded the great man to buy these objects.

Begging Pardonfor my Boldness. | take this Oppatunity of Acquanting

Y our Honourof Our Arrival. After alongand TediousVoyage Having

met with Extradordina’y Good Successto the S. & Elsewhere. From many

Strangeldes| have Procured Y our Honou afew Curiosties As Good as

Could be Expected from a Person of My Capecity. Togdaher With a Small

Assortment of Shdls. Such as Was Esteem@ by pretend@ Judges of

Shdls. We have many Experimental Men For our Ship that pretend@ to

know what was Never known. Not yet Never will beknown | have

Something Extraordinary to Relate to Y our Honour. But N A good

Opportunity will SoonOffer | hope Depend uponit Sir | shdl Take

Special Care of Sending the AboveMention@ Articles. When in Order

and an Opportunity Serves.*

Not only did JohnMarra, an ordinay sailor, write to Banksabouthis shdls, Johaan



Reinhold Forster, the Resolution@ nauralist and one of Marra@ GExpeaimenta Men,0O
wrote him aswell. Forster in his usud prickly manner expressed hisirritation at Banks@
seeming disinterest in his offer to sell his collection of shdls. @ am sorry tha my Shells
are of noservice to you. There are severa of them of which nether Capt. Cook nor any
body else got specimens | had them laid outever snce Wednesday; & they have been
waiting for your kind Ingection, ever since tha time.G” His letter, thoughstylistically
more polished than Marra@, mirrorsthe sailor@ missive in its enphasis on rarity to
arouse curiosty andin evindng a desire to profit from these collecting activities.
Tendonsbeween collecting for science and collecting for profit erupted repeatedly on
thevoyage as the Forsters struggled to uphold the suppo®d purity of ther scientific
intentionsand practices in theface of their own desires to profit from thevoyage The
multiple and competing notionsof valuetha hovered aroundshdls proliferated as they

entered into the complex social world of natural history collecting.

Maniafor Cook@® Shels

Cook®voyages and the progpect of new botanical and zoological specimens
fudled naturaistsOenthusasm for natural history collecting. Richard Pulteney wroteto
Banksabouttheimpact that thefirst circumnavigaion had on him and wha had been his
flagging interest in naural history. Orhe Passion has been amog extinguished in me,
except on particular occasons amongwhich, | need not say, was your hgppy and
successful return to England, which | confess raised my Curiodty agan to adegree tha
sometimes made me unhapy for wants of the power of gratifyingit to my wishes.3°

New specimensrevived notonly Pulteney® waning interest in collecting and
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classification, butingpired collectors with a kind of maniafor wha were known as
CBouth SeasOshdls. Collectors competed with each other for the privilege of buying
specimensfrom dealers, severa of whomhad comered the market on Cook@®@ curios

Because shdls from Cook®voyages were especially valued and soughtafter by
collectors and nauralists, the question of howto go aboutacquiring them was much
discussed in the duchess@ correspondance with Richard Pulteney and Henry Seymer, a
county gentleman from Dorset and friend of Pulteney®. Seymer was eager to possess his
share of South Seas shdls, but was pessmistic abou his chances of acquiring them.
Writing to Pulteney, hecomplained of his limited access to the best specimenstha had
been broughtby the Resolution, Cook® ship on the second circumnavigation:

Saturday last | rec[eived] a Catalogueof Shdls, broughtby the Resolution

which are to besold thisweek at Langfords it consists of 480L ots, notall

shdls, but Arms, ornaments, Utendls & c: of the Natives, intermixt; a

Cargowhich adeder, oneJackson, boughtat Portsmouth, & of which |

dare say hewill make 400pr. Ct. [per cent] thol know mog of the capital

thingshave been dispogd of some time [aga]. Cook and Forster | dare say

secur|e]d the best before they came home, & will make afine penny of

them."
Seymor@ pessimistic out ook was judtified to some extent, especially for collectors like
him far from the centers of exchange far from Londonwhere dedlers put up thar
preciouscargoes for auction, and port cities, such as Portsmouth and Greenwich, where

dedlers flodked to ingpect shipslcargoes of natural history specimens

11



Henry Seymer® desire for these hewOshdls from the southern Pacific is

pdpablein hisletters asis hisfrugdration at notbeng able to attend auctionshimself.

Havingto rely onintermediaries, hewrote to Pulteney abouthow hefelt hewould never

get anything worth having this way:
| have desir@ Mr Forster [Inghan Foger], to lay out about10or 12 Gs
[guineas] for me, in wha hethinksnew, paticularizingthe Sunshdl, & a
Cypraea. .. . [T]here are butthree of them inthe Sale, & | have limited
him to a Guineg, theefore fear shdl notget it. There are 11 of the Sun, &
| have allowed 3 Gsfor afineone | don®think however Mr Foster will
lay out much for me, as he purchased a Cargo at about130 f & promisd
me a choice of his duplicates at a modeate price, o that hewill buy none
for me but such as are nat foundin his Cargo; hetold me he had but oneof
ye [thg Yellow Cypraea. When they arrive will let Y ou know tha we may
look them over togeher; tisimpossible however for me ever to procure
any capital specimens thisway, as Mr Foder hasingenuousy told me tha
heshdl reserve the 2 best of every species, & that | shdl certainly have
my choice of therest, which | think is as much as any oneoughtto expect,
or could reasonably desire froma collector.’®

Another problem with relying on an agent to buy for him at auctionswas tha

Seymer feared hewould be charged unfairly for Mr. Foger@ trouble. Wondeing

why it was taking so longfor his shdlsto arrive from London heassumed tha

Foder was bugy trying to figure out how much to charge Seymer.
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| suppo® they [shdls] will behere some time next week, probably he has

ddayed sending them till he saw how they went at this Sale, in order to

judgehowto chargethe paticular subjects; his however are foul, as

boughtover, so tha twill bedifficult to judgeof their perfection,

therefore, unlessthey are very reasonable, tis probable | shdl purchase but

very few of them. They are called S. Sea shdlsin the Catalogue butl

know there are very many common thingsamongthem, wch, were pickd

up at different places where they hgoned to toud, butignorant people,

such as | am sure hadf themodern Collectors are, don@consgder this at

al.”
Seymer@ indghtinto the valuation of shdls containsa pendrating andysis of theimpact
of the marketplace on collecting, and his bitterness, thoughtempered with irony, is
acutely familiar to those, then and now, who have boughtitems at auction or through
dealers. When Seymer tells Pulteney abouthis friend who wanted to buy for Seymer a
box of shdls as apresent, his story illugtrates the nagging anxiety that GgnarantO
collectors are always haunted with--of being taken advantage of in abargaining situation.

A worthy friend of mine, was taken in thisway lately; He knows nothing

at al of shdls, buthad heard me express adesire of having some of these

new ones, consequently hemade enquirys, & at last founda Sailor who

said he came home in the Resolution, & had some Cargo® of shdlsto

dispo< of, my friend pitched upona small box, containing about100 for

which he payd only hdf a Guines, though himself quite happy in geting

them so very unreasonably. he sent them to me, but such rubbish was
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never seen, there was notoneS. Sea amongthem, butthey were al, the

worst specimens of ye [thel mog vulgar, worthless, thingsthe West Indies

produees, & | dare say had lain by, as unsaleable, in some dealers shop

these 20 or more Y ears, thewhole Cargo would nat have fetched a shilling

at any Audtiion, as| told my friend who indgsted on my sending him my

real opinion of them. Had they been Insects hewould not have been thus

impogd on, for twas Mr Y eats, this shows how very simpleit isto employ

persons in thingsthey don®well undestand. . . . Y ou had better nat begin

this letter Gill Sunday, when, if it should bewet, or You notindind to go

to Church, Youmay pray at home, & use this by way of Sermon astis

nearly aslongasthemodean ong & perhgpsto You as edifying as many

of them. %

This cautionay tale abouta sailor, who may or may not have sailed with Cook and was
able to dupea gentleman collector, testifies to the complex mingling of desire and
ignorance which makes up in varying degrees these kindsof exchanges.

Not only did Seymer assume that Cook and Forster had made Gafine pennyCGon
thar naural history specimens he sugpected tha the deder Jackson, who had goneto
Portsmouth to meet the Resolution, had made 400% on buying and then selling the
specimensat auction. Dealers are mentionad in the Pulteney-Seymer-Portland
correspondance frequently and almog always in the context of thar high prices; even the
dudhess complained tha she had boughtafew shdls from Humphrey Git no small
price.G* Seymer isthemog critical of Humphrey( prices, perhgpsbecause hewas the

mog dependent on him. QWhat few valuables | have are only single specimens purchas(l
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at avery high rate from Humphrey.QOf the Ghew thingsbroughthome by Capt Cookeon
the Resolution,Ohe boughtonly two or three shels from Humphrey since Qhe prices
were so extravagant & in my opinion so much beyondthevalue of the subjects.OHe
joked tha hewas planning to purchase some Endeavour shdls from another dedler G& as
it isnot Humphrey | hopeto have them at areasonable price.3* Not only did
Humphrey@ clients complain abouthis high prices, they also were bothered by his lack
of attentionto Linnaean taxonony. Seymer and the Duchess voiced ther irritation with
Humphrey@ nomenclature, Seymer describing his sale catalogues as QunintelligibleOand
the duchess more politely (or ironically) saying @ am not sufficiently acquanted with the
names the Dealers give to Shdls.(°

Despite these problems, collectors and nauralists were dependent on dedlers and
ther ability to obtain shdls from Cook® voyages.** The duchess owned at |east oneshéll
collected by the Forsters®™; how she acquired it is uncertain, thoughonesuspects
Humphrey as theintermediary, for he claimed in aletter to Seymer that O havelaid out
with the people of the Resolution principdly for Shdls[illegible word] L 150 out of
these | select thebest of themod rare, [illegible] the princpd shdls out of 20 different
pacels, and chargeat therate of aboutL 50 for them, that is fifteen poundsworth which |
have sold the dutchess & those | have sent you.(3° The prices tha deslers gotfor these
shdls are high when compared to other auctionad items. Seymer pad Humphrey five
guineas for a Mya truncata, which seemsto have been alot of money when oneconsders
tha a Rembrandt self-portrait, adrawing, went for asimilar pricein the James West

auction.
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Prices, high andlow, were a congant concern as the process of valuation was
precarious Recognizing tha prices varied according to the market, Seymer noted that his
agent Foster ddayed assigning pricesto theshdls hehad planned to sell Seymer unil he
saw how similar shdls sold in arecent auction?’ Auction catalogues, especially
annofated catalogues containing the prices tha items sold for, were thusvaluable to
collectors trying to evaluae the worth of their own collectionsand to guidethem in thar
purchases of new specimens Thenaturalist Emanuel Mendes daCoda frequented natural
history auctions and Pulteney, aware of this, asked him if he could send him his spare
catalogues of recent auctions Da Cogdareplied:

In regardsto the Catalogueof Sales of the Shdlsyou are too late in your

request for thePrices all thoe sales| attend, yet | make waste paper of the

rest of the Catalogues, except tha single onel have prices, which | keep

so tha | have notany clean catalogues to write thepricesin, else could

send you scores; butwha | can dois, | will lendyouall | have, & send

them you down in aparcel by Mr Wilkesway. | will also lend you some

Dutch catalogues, but we cannotget them priced . . . This| give youonly

as atemporary remedy, for hence forward, | will always price the

catalogues, & present you with thedupicate. %

This practice of writingin the prices at which objects at an auction sold was away to
record thefluctuating prices driven by collectorsCdesires and an attempt to stabilize the
valuaion process. The marketplace is a site where reason rarely dominaes transactions,
and themarket for shdlswas no different. Thoughdriven ogengbly by scientific inquiry

and the need for taxonomic completeness, valuewas determined in part by less Qationd O
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kindsof forces, induding theimpact tha the celebrity of Cook and his three

circumnavigationshad on collectors.?®

Ship Captainsand Audions

While Seymer and Pulteney struggled to acquire shdls from the South Pacific, the
dudhess received Pecific shdlsfrom avariety of sources, some directly from Captain
Cook and from his officers, in particular Lieutenant Clerke, who was promoted to captain
of the Discovery for thethird voyage, and some from the naturalists on boad, mog likely
Banksand Solande on thefirst voyage, and from the Forsters on the second ® After
hearing of Captain Cook@desth, which was followed by Clerke@ afew months|ater, she
wrote in 1780:Qve have greatly regretted Capt Cooks& now Capt Clarke who had made
me many promises to collect shdls for me poorMan! all thos hopes are vanish@.G* We
know she had shdlsfromthe Endeavour voyage, and particularly from New Zeaand, as
shementionead them frequently in her letters to Pulteney, and she even offered to send
him duplicates: O beg to knowif you have had any of the Shdls out of the Endeavour as
| hopeto be able to procure afew for youif you have not gotthem aready.OHe must
have replied tha hedid nothave any Endeavour shdls, for sherespondel: O shdl senda
little Box by the Blandford Coach of avery few New Zealand Shdls & wish it had been
in my power to have sent you more of them.OA few months|ater, she apologized tha her
gift of shdls did notindudemore: Q return you many thanksfor the favour of your
Letter & wish it had been in my power to have sent you a greater number of Shdlsfrom
the S. P. [South Pacific] butmy friendsdid notfulfill ther [Engagement 7] whichis but

too often the case.0* Who exactly these friendswere who have disappointed her | do not
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know, but Banksand Solande certainly are candidates, and shedid writein 1778 that
Clerke had disappointed her: @ hopeto be more successful in shdlsthan | have hitherto
been butwhat | hear of Mr Clerke@ Collection little is to be expected fromit in that
way.G®

In additionto having had connectionswith Cook and Clerke, she cultivated
relationdhipswith other ship captains Orhe Duchess,Owrote Mrs. Delany, Os at present
very happy in the company of Captain Macnamara, captain of an East India man, the
Rhodg he broughther fine corals andisto bring her fine shdls; theman seemsto have
no great judgment aboutthem, andit would divert you to hear the Duchess tutoring him
on the subject and coaxing him to bring usthe treasures of the deep.3* As early as 1751,
Horace Walpole wrote the duchess@ and his goodfriend, Elizabeth Montagu, joking
aboutthe Duchess@ methodsof procurement: My evening yesterday was employed B
how wisely doyouthink?In wha grave occupaion! In bavding for the Duchess of
Portland, to procure her a scarlet spider from Admiral Boscawen.3° By the 1760s she
had well-established ties to naval officers and commercia captainswho sailed to the East
and West Indies,*® a practice of he's that Solande commented oniin his letters to his
mentor Linnaeus Solande told Linnaeustha when heinquired for natural history
specimensof recently arrived ship captains he discovered tha the supply of exotic
specimens had aready been allocated to the dudhess. Q intend to go down the Thames
river to meet them [the West India fleet] and to goon board theshipsto enquireif they
have any naural curiosties; there is no other way of obtaining them here. As soonas
they have been in town a couple of days all ther curiosties are gone | have already

obtained the names of a couple of captains. . . who have insects. They are destined for
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the Duchess of Portland, butif | can select thefew first, | shdl nat reproach myself
because of tha.3” This practice, nat of pilfering theduchess® specimens but of going
on ship boad to inquire aboutnatural history specimenswas something he continued to
do, aswe have seen, when he, as a curator of the British Museum, went on boad the
Resolution when it doked at Woolwich. Whether the Duchess of Portland, like Solande,
would have gonedown to thedodks heself to inquire is unlikely given her stature, but a
note to Pulteney while shewas visiting Margate raises this very possibility: QH]ave you
met with any shdlslately? | have had no luck tha way even Humphrey has broughtme
very few & those at nosmall price[.] several East India shipshave goneby this place
[Margate] butat too great a distance to inquire if they have any Shdls onboad.(? In this
letter, onesenses her frudration with her usud methodsof procuring shdlsand
disappointment at not being able to ask those on board shipsarriving fromexotic locales
if they have cargoes of shdls.

While we can befairly certain that the Duchess of Portland acquired shdls as gifts
and purchases from such elite collectors and prominent nauralists as Sir Joseph Banks
(heand Solande visited he at Bulstrodein 1771,and shevisited him at his Soho
townhou to see Parkinson®drawings),* and she could command the attention of such
naval officers and shipscaptainswho gathered specimensfor her onther travels, we a'so
know tha sheaso made use of dealers and may have attended auctionsof naural history
collections®® Aswe have aready seen, in September 1775,Humphrey sent alist of shdls
to Seymer for sale that he had acquired from the Resolution, mentioning that he had
already sold the Duchess Gifteen poundsworth.3" Moreover, she purchased in 178Q

possibly from thedealer Thomas Martyn, a Qarger DonaxOand an riental CockleO
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from thethird voyage@ cargoes of shdls.*? Furthermore, in 1780,Humphrey noted ona
list of shdls out of the Resolution and Discovery, tha the Duchess had purchased from
him a Buccinumfor 3.3.0.** Humphrey@ name appearsin the duchess@® Margae note to
Pulteney, and appaently, hewas, in thisingance, unale to satisfy her desire for new
shdls or shdl specimensshe had notyet acquired. DealersOnames and the mention of
auctionsdot her correspondence, revealing tha even she could notrely entirely onthe
paronage system to ddiver shdlsto her. She often had recourse to sale catalogues and
auction houses, but even in these moments, she onoccasion resorted to unofficial sources
of information dependent on her privileged status

Typical of theway in which shetried to ge&t wha shewanted througha
combination of undficial channds and purchasing power isthefollowing example.
When James West, the President of the Royd Sodety, died intestate, shewas informed
by Mr Hudson, an acquantance of her son@, that West@ widow was to administer his
estate and was planning to auction off hisimmense collectionsof artificial and natural
curiogties, classical statuary, coins andfineart. Not wanting to wait until the publc
auction of his collection, the duchess wrote to West@ widow asking that she beallowed
to purchase items before the auction. Shewrote her son: O must beg my Dearest son will
be so goodas to inform me in what way | shou@ [satisfy--illegible] Mr Hudson for his
troubleOand to thank her son Gor wishing me success in regard to the West Collection.O
Shehad notyet heard an answer from West@ widow and was worried abouther ability to
get access to West@ collectionsbefore the auction: O have some hopes but | fear there
will be many competitors. Thereis nothing surprises me so much as his poverty.O

Whether shewas successful in purchasing anything before thesale, it isnotclear, but she
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often attended auctionsand perhgps she even attended this oneif shewas unable to
persuade Mrs. West to let her have therightof first refusal.*

We know tha she attended art auctionsbecause Mrs. Delany, the dudhess@ best
friend, mentionsin aletter to her niece, tha the duchess had been to an auction of
European pantingsand was upst since she had lost the bid onthe Dancing Children to
Sir James Lowther. Delany reports tha despite this setback, Gur friend was not quite
disappointed, for she got every lot shebid for of the first day@ sale, except for the
Children.OShepad f 32 for Rembrandi® Boy’s Head, f 76 for a Ruben landsape, and
f 105for aClaudeLorrain.”® These prices are highin comparison to the West audtion,
where drawingsand pantingsby Rembrandt, Poussin, and Rubens sold at much lower
prices: a RubensOdpicture of impure desire,Osold for L 9:9:0, a Rembrandt self-portrait
and a portrait of hiswife respectively sold for f 5: 5:0 and 14:14.0, and an Andrea dd
Sarto panting of theHoly Family sold for f 10:4: 0. TheWest Collection sale catalogues
(1773)at theBritish Library list everything sold at auction with ther prices and names of
some of the buyars written in themargins*® West® collection of paintingswas sold
separately from his curiodties; the dudhess was interested in both since she collected
pantings prints, statuary, and artificial curiostiesaswell as naural history specimens

AsRobat Altick points out, the number and frequency of auctionsfeaturing
virtuos @ collectionsincreased as the century progressed. Disposng of private
(nonmmmercid) collectionsbecame athriving businessin the course of the century.
Virtuos died, or tired of thar toys or suddenly needed read cash, or went to the country
or abroad, to the profit of both brokers and auctioneers.(” Thoughthe mgjority of

aucdionsfeaturing the collectionsof cognogenti sold such items as books fineart,
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artificial curiogtiesinduding miniatures, intalgiosand cameos intricately worked
objects made of filigree, shdl, and stone as well as such antiquaian objects as Roman
coins medds, and medieval manucripts, severa of these auctionsalso sold natural
history specimens In his study of naural history auction catalogues (1976) J. M.
Chdmers-Hunt searched the contents of over sixty libraries and museums (mogly in
Britain) in an effort to locate el ghteenth-century sales catalogues for auctionsfeaturing
naura history specimens primarily shdls, coras, fossils, mineras, insects, mammals,
and reptiles. From hisresearch, we can condudetha the numbers of naural history
auctionsdoublkd, even tripled, from oneor two ayear before 1771to fourto five ayear
by the end of the century, with 1775and 1789registering six auctionseach, induding the
audtionsin 1789of the collectionsof Rev. John Lightfoot, the Duchess of Portland®
friend and chaplain, and Henry Seymer( agent Ingham Foster.* Thisincrease in auctions
can beexplained in part by theimpact tha Cook®voyages had on collectorsCenthugasm
for natural history items, shdlsin paticular. As Peter Dance argues, Qhethree
circumnavigaionsof the globeby Captain Cook@vessels were ingrumental in shatering
the Dutch monopoy in shdls and many other commodities. From 177 1onwards
European shdl collectionswere enriched by specimens acquired by British voyagers and
often the shdls passed througha L ondonauction house before ending up in a collector®
cabinet.Oln fact, nat only did shels from Cook® voyages pass throughLondonauction
houses onthar way from shipsinto collectorsCcabinets, these same shdls would return
to auction houses as collectors died and collectionswere disbanded and thuswould
circulate several times over throughtheauspices of auction houss. As Dancerighty

asserts, the period between 1771upto 1822,ending with theauction of the shdl
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collection amassed by Mrs. William Bligh, wife of the Bounty® Captain Bligh, was
Qlominaed by the condant reappearance at auction of material originaly collected by

men assodated with the voyages of Captain Cook (°

Ingructionsfrom Dealers

Driven by market demandsfudled by Cook® popularity, deders eager for more
specimenswrote up ingructionson howto collect and preserve naural history objects for
those who voyaged to regionsknown for rare and beautiful shdls. Humphrey wrote a set
of ingructionsfor progective specimen hunters entitled GCollecting and Preserving all
Kindsof Natural CuriositiesO(1776) which provided guiddines on howto clean, store,
and trangport natural history specimens He suggested that shdlswith theanimal in them
Qnay be preserved in spirits,Obutif the animal is dead or does not merit preservation, the
shdl can besubmerged in scalding water, the creature removed, and then the shdl dried
carefully. Echoing Emanud Mendes daCoga@ ingrudionsin Elements of Conchology
(1776) Humphrey@ pamphlet urges that Ghdls mus never be placed in the hest of the
sun. .. othewise thecolours will fade & the skin with which many of them are covered
(and which must on no acct. betaken off) will ped and fly off.OHe aso recommends
dipping the sharp tipsand points of shdlsin melted beeswax to prevent damage during
trangport, and he provides details on how to pack small, ddicate shels: O\ goodway to
preserve thesmall shdlsisto pack them ingdethevery largeones, which will aso save
room . .. Such shdls as are tende should be packed in cottonin small boxes. They
should be afterwards packed together . . . in strongboxes which should be close filled up

to prevent thar shaking & closaly naled down, so to remain till they arrivein
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England 3° J. R. Forster wrote CShart Directionsfor Lovers and Promoters of Natural
HistoryO(1771) attaching it to his published catalogueof North American animalsto
advise hisreaders howto collect, preserve and transport animal and plant specimens Of
shdls, hewrites: Orhe shdls, both those foundin fresh water-lakes, ponds and rivers and
thos tha live only in theocean, mug nat be chosen amongthos that lie on the shores of
the sea and fresh waters, and have been broken and injured, or rolled by thewaves and
exposed to theair and sun and thuscalcined; but rather as fresh as possible, and with the
animal in it: oneor two specimensof which may be preserved in Spirits: fromtherest
extract theanimal, and keep the shdl, when perfectly dry and sweet, packed upin cotton,
tow [?], or moss. Thesame is to bedonewith the echini or sea-eggs and other
crustaceousanimals, especially be careful to preserve their curiousspines.0>*

In theearly pat of the nineteenth-century, John Mawe, a specimen huntr turned
dedler, published alittle pamphlet, O\ Short TreatiseO(1804) on collecting techniques
addressed to GBentlemen Visiting the South Seas, and all Foreign Counties, more
paticularly Commandes, &c. of Ships and Gentlemen residing on Share, with aview to
encouragethe collecting of Natural History.OLike Humphrey and daCosta, Mawe urged
the use of a dredgebecause the (est shdlsOare those that contain theliving animal, and
these can befoundOn shdlow water, before the Birds have seen themOand Goutin deep
Water,Owhere in addition to usng a dredge herecommendshiring GPeople diving for
them.? Publishing amuch more elaborate guidein 1821, The Voyager’s Companion; or
Shell Collector’s Pilot, Mawe extendshis advice beyondthe cleaning of shdlsto
dispendang hints as to where to look for specimens, whoto deal with locally, and howto

store shdls propely for thejoumey home. A world traveler, Mawe, with Gifteen years. .
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. at sea,0and an expert specimen hunier, drew upan his own experiences, paticularly his
time spent in Brazil, to suggest tha travelers employ local people who possess regiond
expertise. He recommendsto his reader that Qvhenever oppotunity occurs, as ships
loading, refreshing, & c. to employ thefishermen on the coast to collector for him; these
men are well acquanted with the places where shdls may befound andfor atrifling
remuneration would gather a supply, which, on his return home, might gratify his friends
or otherwise beturned to advantage OHe encourages his reader to find Gan expert
negro,(3° whos knowledgeof theinterior, will be crudal to the collecting of land snails,
asthefollowing narative testifies: OAt the Roya Farm, Santa Cruz, aboutforty miles
from Rio, where | hdd an officia situaion, (first administrator), | directed some expert
negroes to pick upwhat snal shdlsand curiousanimals they might meet with: these they
left at my house as they passed, and, by allowing them a small compensation, | obtained
many fine shdls, insects, birds reptiles, and small animals of the monkey, ape, and
hedge-hog species.3* Mawe recognizes theimportance of local expertise in shdl huning
aswell as acknowledging another overlooked but talented group of specimen hungrs. the
shipsOcooksand cabin boys it is nly theboysor the cook, who notice these rarities,
and who made afew poundsby them every voyage.OThe Ginest lotOof Audralian shdls
heever sold as adedler had been Qyathered by two boysin Western Port.---A whaer off
the coast sent aboa on shore to search for fresh provisions as birds animals, &c. whilst
the crew were shooiing, theboa grounda& amongstones and weeds and during thetime
before shefloaed, the boysleft in charge of her, employed themselvesin gahering the
shdls entangled in the weeds and aboutthe stones. OMawe tells how he paid theprice

these boysasked and on top this gave them each aguinea Qo stimulate them to look out
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for shdls on another voyage O Writingin the 182G, Mawe urged travelers to continueto
collect shdlsfromthe Sandwich Idands(Hawaii), the Marquesas, New Zeaand, and
Augralia, al locations@rom whence we have many beautiful and rare shdls, chiefly
collected by Circumnavigaors,Oas these south Pacific shdls continued to sell well, and

Qwill most amply remuneate thetrouble of collecting 3°

Cook® Crew as Collectors

The collecting craze took hold of Cook@men, who, from officers down to
common sailors, seemed to have imbibed John Woodward@ dictum: (heglect not
anything; thoG@he mog ordinary andtrivial: the commonest peble or Flint, Cockle or
Oyster-shdl, Grass, Moss, Fern, or Thistle will beasuseful . . . asany therarest
produdion of the country.(3° Cook aternated between condemnation and bemusement at
his seamen@® desperate attempts at acquiring natural and artificia curiosties. Thoughthe
Forsters complained aboutthe sailorsCand even the officersOignorance aboutthe
specimensthey collected, some clearly succeeded in acquiring items of value, or at least
JohnMarrathoughthe had. Asfor doaumenting the common sailor@ natural history
collecting activities, thewritten record is dight, and we have to rely onthewords of
othersN officers, nauralists, and other Experimental GentlemenOwhose joumds, letters,
and logshave survived .’ In describing thefirst patt of a shel®journey from a Pacific
isand@ shore to the duchess@ mahogany cabingt, | rely prindpdly on theletters and
joumas written by those who traveled on Cook@® three voyages with an occasiond

glance at thejoumds producd by French voyages of discovery--Bouganville® and
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D&ntrecasteaux@--, and by those who were a pat of theFirst Fleet, the shipswhich
broughtthefirst convicts to the newly-formed pend coloniesin Audralia.

For adescription of what collecting was like and the tensonsbeween collecting
for thepurmposes of scientific discovery and collecting to sell to dedlers, the Forsters are
our best informants. Hired as the naturalists for Cook® secondvoyage, Johan Reinhold
Forster and his teenage son, Georg, collected and described naural history specimensand
cultural objects. Theelder Forster kept a detailed joumd on this voyage from which he
intended to write up anarative of thevoyage with theintention of collaborating with
Cook,who aso kept ajoumd in additionto alog of thevoyage For reasonstoo complex
to deal with here, theelder Forster did not publish with Cook a narrative of thevoyage
ingead, his son published his own travel narative, A Voyage Round the World which was
based on his father@journa while Cook was given thejob by the Admiralty of writing
theofficial accountof thisvoyage, 4 Voyage toward the South Pole, which containslittle
aboutthe process of collecting natural history specimens This turn of events was
extremely frudrating for the Forsters since they had ambitiousplansfor publishing the
narative of thar voyageas well as publishing cata ogues of the zoology and botany of
the South Pacific with Georg@ drawingsto have been engraved for theillugrations They
aso had plansfor theitems they collected, some of which were to be given strategically
to prominent collectors, museums, and powerful people, some to besold, and someto be
kept as thar own scientific collection. We shdl return to the Forstersin the next chapter
to explore thar attempts to profit mondarily and scientifically from ther voyage

With the exception of the Forsters, the problem with the official accounts of these

voyagesN captainsOogsand their printed versionsof thevoyagesN is tha these
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doauments will notreally tell uswha we want to know, which isthe nitty-gritty details
of how the collected material was acquired and then dispersed onae back in England. We
have Seymer@ guess tha Cook and Clerke made a (pretty pennyQGon shdls before they
ever came onto themarket, butwe do not have much of a paper trail on Cook@shdl
exchanges as mog of these exchanges were mog probably carried out face to face. This
kind of information, especially aboutdeals made on thesideto sell specimens, would not
beapat of an official accountof thevoyage It would beilluminaingto find letters
describing how Cook packed up and kept little boxes of shdlswhich hethen gaveto
Banksor thedudess as gifts or for a certain price or tha he sold them to Jackson or
Humphrey dodkside, butthewritten record is dight on this matter. If we had access to
George Humphrey@ finandd transactions we would learn much aboutthe busness of
buying and selling natural history specimens, butthe whereabouts of Humphrey®@
busness papers is unknown. Withoutrecords such as Humphrey®, we must turn to the
collectorsQcorrespondence to recover information aboutthe dealersCrelationshipswith
shipsreturning from the southern hemispheae. For ingance, in the Pulteney
correspondence, thereisalist of shdls, a handwritten copy of a cataloguesent to Seymer
from Humphrey, mos of which, according to Humphrey, Gtame home in the Resolution
lately arrived from the South Seas.3® We can surmise from the speculationsof
contemporaries such as Seymer and Solande and from theremaining few traces such as
theshdl list abovetha some private wheeling and dealing by naval officers went on
when these shipslanded, and tha thedudess, and afew other powerful people and
ingitutions benefited from these interactions Despite these problems with recovering the

details of how Pacific shdls were acquired by those on shipboad and howthey were
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dispersed once the ship had returned to England, the written record of shipsllogsand
individud@ joumas can tell usaboutwhere shdls were foundand the uses to which

shdlswere put by thevoyagers themselves and Pacific idandeas alike.

Heapsof Shdls

Shdls were encountered by European voyagersin avariety of ways, primarily as
useful and decorative objects, which variousSouth Pacific islande's crafted with great
skill and aesthetic flair, and as aform of food\ asin oysters and muscles, which the
voyager's themselves ate and observed native peoples eating>° (Heaps of shdls,Oaphrase
much repested in voyagersQaccounts, refers to thepiles of empty shdlsleft over from
meals of muscles, clams, and oygderstha isandes had prepared onthe beach, roasting
them over afire or placing them on hot stones to cook. On thethird voyage, Thomes
Edga, themaster of the Discovery, comments that the people of Adventure Bay
(Tasmania) Gometimes make thar abodeby the Sea Side and feed on Mustles, Scollops
and other Shdlfish which may bevery easily goton the Rocks at low WaterN for we
foundmany remains of Fires with hespsof Shdls abovehigh Water mark---O®
Lieutenant Clerke mentionstha shdlfish were eaten in New Caledoniain hislog of the
secondvoyage O bdieve thar chief subsstenceis FishE for they pay great attention to
theebbing of theTidesBare very busgy at low water, and | observe, always get abundance
of Shdl Fish, with which they frequently regde themselves uponthe Beach, as soonas
they®@e caughtthem." This observationis confirmed by J. R. Forster who also remarks,
thoughwith less detail and stylistic flair: Orhey eat a great many Shdfish which they

condantly collect in their reefs.(3? In Hawkesworth® An Account of the Voyages . . . for
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the Discoveries in the Southern Hemisphere (1773) acompilation of captains Cook®,
Wallis@, and Byron@®officia journdsin additionto BanksOprivate journd, mentionis
made of howthe people of Otaheite Gire fond of lobsters, crabs, and other shdl-fish.(5°
Writingin thefirst person as if hewere Captain Cook, Hawkesworth recounts how Cook
and afew of his men interrupted a group of aborigind people in New South Wales as
they cooked ther meal of shdlfish onthebeach:

We saw some smoke uponanother part of the coast, and went thither in

hopes of meeting with the people, but at our approach, these also ran

away. We foundsix small canoes, and six fires very near the beach, some

muscles roasting uponthem, and afew oygerslying near: by thiswe

judgel tha there had been oneman in each canoe who having picked up

some shdl-fish were come ashore to edt it, and tha each had made his

separate fires for tha purpose: we tasted of thar cheer and left themin

return some stringsof beads, and other thingswhich we thoughtwould

please them. &
Theway in which these hegps of shdlswere interpreted by Cook and others suggests that
oyders, muscles, and clams were notvalued highly by Britonsas aform of food, not
because they were not nutritious but because such mollusks as oygers could be gahered
and eaten raw immediately, requiring little humen intervention to turn them into food®

As ameasure of what they regarded as civil sodety, thesps of shdlsOindicated to
European travelers tha the native popubtionswho consumed shdlfish in this manne
were less civilized than themselves, though,of course, this kind of thinking did not stop

Cook and his men from enjoying the shdlfish prepared this way by theinhabitants of
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Botany Bay. Jacques L abillardiere, the author of Voyage in Search of La Perouse (1800)
the published narrative of D@&ntrecasteaux® voyage, interpreted the heaps of shdls he
saw alongthe coast of Tasmania as a sign of aless than civilized popuktion: Orhese
scattered hutsindicated a very scanty popuktion; and the hegps of shdls which we found
near the sea-shore, shewed tha these savages derive thar prindpd meansof subgstence
from the shdl-fish which they find there.3° Cook read a narrative of undedevelopment
into the piles of shells he saw on the shores of southern Patagonia, declaring in his
Endeavour joumd: O . . these People mus beavery hardy race; they live chiefly on shéll
fish such as Mustles, which they gather from off therock, alongthe sea-shore and this
seems to bethework of theWomen; thar arms and bows are negtly made. . . . [Flew
either men or Women are withouta necklace or string of Beeds made of small Shdls or
bones aboutther necks. . . . we could not discover that they had any head or chief, or
form of Government, nather have they any ussfull or necessary Utentials except it bea
Bagg or Basket to gather ther Mustlesinto: in aWord they are perhgpsas miserable a
set of People as are this day uponEarth.3'This attempt by Cook at anthropological
writing is criticized by Nicholas Thomes for theway in which Cook extrapolated from
wha he saw and generated atheory aboutthe Haush people, not bathering to interact or
communicate with them: Qs it too obviousto say thé thisis theresult of observation, not
communication? There isafundamental difference between seeing people and hearing
fromthem. .. Sofar as appearances went, perhgpshe could notreasonably have been
expected to grasp much more than hedid. He was right tha they ate mussels, butwrong
to extrapolate from what they were eating at this particular time to the propostion that

they subssted @hieflyOon shdlfish. He did not condder tha they might move
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seasondly, that they mightin fact eat a great variety of plants, birdsand animals at
different times. He saw them as wretched scavenge's and imagined that their menu would
belimited.(3 Cook also assumed that because they have so few utensls, meaning tod's
and other useful objects, thingsthat they mighthave madeto hdp them to master ther
environment, they were therefore Gniserable, Ofor withouttools, they would have been
withoutcomfort and a meansto secure thar happiness. Thomes points out tha although
Cook made such a declaration, oneof the artists on boad this voyage Buchan, drew
pictures of the necklaces that these Haush people wore, entitling thetwo drawingsas
QGDrnaments used by the People of Terradd Fuego,Oand writing on the page benesth one
figured necklace tha it was made (of small Shdls beautifully polishedQand beneath
another Necklace made of pieces of Shdls, neatly polished.3° Cook® negative portrait
of the Haush®@ technological abilitiesis contradicted by Buchan@illugtrationsand
captions which praise theddicacy of theworkmanship of these necklaces. Commenting
on Cook® and Buchan@® differing assessment of the Haushslcraftsmenship, Thomes
notes rather dryly that Ot would not bethelast time that a naive people would be
denigrated, while ther arts were appreciated.G3°

Despite this disparagement of the Haush® cultural attainment based on thar
predilection for shelfish, Cook@ men routindy ate oysters and mussels. Not only did the
European voyagers note how Ilande's gahered, cooked, and ate shdlfish, they also
recorded their own efforts at gathering shdlfish asfood. For indance, Hawkesworth
relates that while the Endeavour was anchored at Botany Bay, Second Lieutenant Gore
was Gent outin themorningwith aboa to dredgefor oysers at the head of thebayQ he

successtully performed Qhis service, 3! no doubtas two days before Cook had seen the
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rydersthemselves as | rowed over thsshods but being highwater | could notget any
having nothing wth me to take them up.3? Not only did coast of New South Wales
provide an abundance of shdlfish, New Zealand@plentiful coastal waters, especially
Dusky Sound,was celebrated by the voyagers for its wealth of seabirds fish, and
shdlfish. On his secondvoyage, Cook waxed enthusastic aboutthe biodiversity of New
Zealand® Dusky Sound,suggesting that its fish and fowl would be of use for subsequent
naval expeditions Qf thelnhabitants of Dusky Bay fedl at any time the effects of cold
they never can that of hunge, as every corner of the Bay aboundswith fish, the Cod fish
(aswecal it) isherein vast plenty, islarger and better flavoured than | have any where
tasted, nor are there any want of Craw and other shell fish.3® Thoughthis enthusasm for
thebouny of the seas surrounding New Zealand is somewhat mitigated by Captain
Tobias Furnesux@® |ess sanguine statement aboutthe waters off Queen Charlotte Sound
which, at thenorthern mog tip of New Zealand, passessed a different ecosystem than the
southern Dusky Sound:Qn the afternoonwe put adredgeoverboad in sixty-five
fathoms: but caughtnathing except afew small scallops two or three oyders, and broken
shdls.3" Cook was more successful than Furneaux in locating edible shdlfish in these
islandnorthern waters. He describes the landscape surrounding Mercury Bay as Qrery
convenient both for wooding and watering,Oand On theriver thereis an immense
quantity of oysters and other shdl-fish: | have for this reason given it the name of Oyster
River.3” In fact, Cook, or more accurately Hawkesworth, states that @hose who visit this
coastOof the northern island of Eaheinomauwe Qwill notfail tofind. . . shdl-fish in great

variety, paticularly clams, cockles, and oysters.G°
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Cook organized shdlfish gathering expeditionsalong the New Zealand coast, that
were closely watched by its inhabitants, who, on at least oneoccasion, aided Cook®@ men
in thar gathering efforts. According to Anne Salmond, Cook had been busy Qoutting the
men to work, collectingwood and water, shooing shaggs collecting shdlfish and taking
ahugehaul of fish with the ship® seine OCook®@men collected (hoaloads of succulent
oygers.OOnce friendly relationswere established with thelocal people, @he women and
children heped Banksand Solande to gather plants and rocks for their collectionsG’
Salmond states that oneof Qhese children was a youngboy called Horeta Te Taniwha,
whoin later years often reminisced about Cook@visit to Whitiangaon the northern
isand. According to Horeta, his people were astonished by the Europeans, conduding
tha they were rupua or @oblinslrather than humen bengs Salmond provides uswith
Horeta® narrative, which was itself collected in the nineteenth-century by JohnWhite:

Inthedayslongpast, . . . welived at Whitiangg and a vessel came there,

and when our old men saw theship they said it was an atua, agod,and the

people on boad were tupua, strangebengsor @oblinsOThe ship came to

anchor, andthebodas pulled onshore. . . . These goblinsbegan to gather

oyders, and we gave some kumara, fish, and fern-root to them. These they

accepted, and we (thewomen and children) began to roast cockles for

them; and as we saw tha these goblinswere eating kumara, fish and

cockles, we were startled, and said, QPerhapsthey are not goblinslike the

Maori goblinsOThese goblinswere into theforest, and aso climbed up

thehill to our pa(fort) at Whitianga(Mercury Bay). They collected

grasses from the cliffs, and kept knoding at the stones on the beach, and
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we said, OVhy are these acts doneby these goblins?OWe and the women

gathered stones and grass of all sorts, and gave to these goblins Some of

thestones they liked, and putthem into ther bags therest they threw

away; and when we gave them the grass and branches of trees they stood

and talked to us or they uttered thewordsof ther language Perhgpsthey

were asking questions and, as we did notknow their language, we

laughed, and these goblinsalso laughel, so we were pleased.’
The collecting practices of Cook® crew bafled the Maori of Whitianga perhapsearning
thetitle @oblinObecause they seemed other than human in ther desires, but once these
strange's ate oygers and cockles, they became somewha less alien and dighty more
recognizable as human bengs

In voyagersOnaratives, shdlfish are described as a source of food and as objects
of natural history inqury, and at times the bounday between food and scientific
specimen blurs. In an accountwritten between 1787-89 by the surgeon on boad theFirst
Fleet@ Lady Penrhyn, the only convict ship of seven that carried women, Arthur Bowes-
Smyth displays an interest in natural history collecting, an activity that gave him some
intellectud stimulation as thefleet madeits way alongthe coast of New South Wales.
uring our stay in this place | frequently made excursionsup the county some Milesin
company with some others, | generally collected some Natural curiositiesN sometimes
shotBirds at other times collected alarge quantity of Balsam.(3° After the Lady Penrhyn
ddivered its cargo of convicts, Bowes-Smyth traveled throughthe South Pacific, where
henotes tha O made a point of procuring as many of thedifferent Articles tha t/s [this]

County afforded as | could, in order to Obligemy friendswith them at my retumn.(°
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However, what often began as a specimen huning expedition would turn into an
oppotunity to gather food.While at Tinian, henoted in hisjournd tha he Qvent in the
Jolly Bt. [bod] wt Mr. Andis onthereef to collect Shdls & Coral, gotmany large
Clamps|[clams] which were cook@ for Suppe & were very good&*

Oysters also presented him with the oppatunity to collect specimensand to have
some goodeating. At Port Jacksonin Audralia, the dodor noted the abundance of
oygers: QAll the Rock near theWater is thickly cover@ with Oysters, which are very
small butfineflavour@, they aso adhee to the Branches of ye Mangrove Trees, | have
Frequently brot. [broughi the Branch of a Tree thus loaded with Oysters on Board.&?
Bowes-Smyth appears to have carried with him on this voyage a copy of Hawkesworth@
accountof Cook@first voyage perhapsas an aid to guide his collecting of specimens.
Impressed by a passagein oneof Hawkesworth@ volumes tha mentioned hammer
oyders, Bowes-Smyth set outto gather this particular kind of oyger with theintention of
selling them as specimensas hewas well aware that hammer oyger shdls had fetched
high pricesin London.Althoughhethoughthe had located the exact spotin Botany Bay
where Cook had foundhammer oysters, Bowes-Smyth@ search for them ended in
frudration. Clearly annoyael that his efforts at dredging had produced no hammer oyders,
hegoes so far asto cast doubton Cook®@ veracity:

During my Stay in Botany Bay | oneday wentin thelongBoat

accompanied by Mr Alltree & Mr Smith (a passenge on boad our Ship)

to the extream Southern part of theBay, & | took my Oyster Dredgewith

me, hopingto get some hamer Oyster, (which Capn Cook mentions & are

sd [said] to be so very valuable for the singular form of the Shdl),
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however of them Nobodysaw any during thewhole of our stay at Botany

Bay, althoQhevery spotin which Capn Cook says hefoundthem.---We

caughtone& only one very large Oyster with the Dredge exactly like

wha we in England call the Kentish Oyster, | opened it, it was good

tasted %
ThoughBowes-Smyth registered hisirritation at not locating valuable specimens hedid
find some solace in theddiciousoyser. Asfor Cook@veracity, it seemsthat Bowes-
Smythe mug have confused Botany Bay with Bugard Bay. ThoughHawkesworth does
indeed describe there beng oygersin Botany Bay, the passagereferringto hammer
oydersisin the Bustard Bay section of the book: Quponthe mud-banks unde
mangroves, we foundinnumerable oyders of variouskinds among others the hammer-
oyger, and alarge propation of small pearl-oysers.3* Confirming Cook® assertion that
Budard Bay was inded the location of the hammer oygers, Sydney Parkinson, the
naural history illugrator onthefirst voyage wrotein hisjournd: ONefounda nautilus
pompilius and some of a curiouskind of hammer oygers; as also a numbe of porpoises.
... Thehills seen in this bay, which was called Budard Bay, appeared very baren,
having nothing uponthem butafew diminutve shrubs&®

Thoughshdlfish are dternatively depicted as objects of natural history inqury
and as afood source in these voyagersQjournds, Cook postioned himself in his official
naratives as more interested in shdlfish as a ready source of protein for his men,
evinang little interest in them as specimens However, thenaturaists on boad, Banksto
some degree and the Forsters much more so, focused on shdls as objects of scientific

curiogty and astheraw materials which isandes used to decorate baskets, bags and
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clothing, and from which they fashioned elaborate and beautiful fish hooks necklaces,
and bracelets. Banksrecounssin hisjournd of the Endeavour voyage his attempts to
gathe specimensalongthe Patagonian coast unde very difficult conditions Between
snow squdls, he managed to go ashore:
Last nighttheweather began to modeate [.] And this morn was very fine
so much so that we landed withoutany difficulty in the bottom of the bay
and spent out time very much to our satisfactionin collecting shdls and
plants. Of theformer we foundsome very scarce and fine paticularly
limpits of several species. of these we observd aswell as the shortness of
our time would permit tha the limpit with alongish hole at thetop of his
shdl isinhabited by an animal very different fromthose which have no
such holes. Here were aso some finewhdks, onepaticularly with along
tooth, and infinite variety of Lepades, Sertularias, Onisci &C &€ &C much
greater variety than | have any where seen, but theshortness of our time
would not allow usto examinethem so we were obligd to content
ourselves with taking specimens of as many of them as we could in so
short atime scrapetogether.®
However, such passages describing his search for seashdls are few and far between.
Once hearrived in Tahiti, Banks3 narrative is taken up with soda interactions and

naural history description, particularly of shdls, takes a back set to cultural concerns

and when Banksturned his divided attention to naural history, it was the natural history

of plants rather than of mollusks tha was noted, for Bankshad aways been fond of
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botany, butappaently, in the Sodety Ides, hewas even fonde of court intrigueand

beautiful women.

Collecting for Science

The Forsters, nauralists on boad the secondvoyage, were, on the other hand,
completely seriousand very earnest aboutfulfilling the scientific duties prescribed to
them by the Admiralty: to collect, describe, andilludrate natural history subjects,
induding the cultural produdionsand sodal condud of the peoples of the Pacific region
and Southern oceans Asaresult, J. R. Forster@journd is replete with referencesto
shdls he collected, and his son@ published narative, based onthefathe@journd, fills
outthejouma@ staccato style with a more complete picture of notonly howthey
collected specimensbut also thar feelingsaboutthe competition for scarce andrare
objects, both naural and artificial, a competition between themselves as professiond
nauralists and therest of the crew, induding the officers, who had little know edgeof
what they were collecting, except tha they hopel they could sell whatever they foundfor
spectacularly high prices.

We learn from the Forsters that they collected their own specimens, going down
to the beach to look for shdls, wading up to their knees as thetide receded, or taking a
boa outto examinethereefs and rocky coastlinefor shdlfish. The Forsters, on several
occasions accompanied Cook in the pinnace while Cook took soundingsas pat of his
surveying of theNew Zealand coastline Qluring the time Capt Cook took more bearings
| collected with the Pinnace-men some finelarge Turbines, on therocksQ and Qve went

outwith the Capt in the afternoontowards Point Jackson . . . . On the Rockweeds which
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grow close in shore were several fine Shdls, of which we collected agoodmany. 3’ At
Dusky Bay J. R. Forster seems pleased with therangeof fish and shdlfish heand his son
had managed to collect at low tide writingin hisjouma that on April 8, 1773:ONe got
some othe new fish, viz. asmall Lumpfish, asmall Blenny, both caughtunde therocks
at low water mark; some Starfish, Codas of mail water spouts, Centipus Muscles &
Turbines, besides in the Evening a Lamprey with four beards of Mystaces was caught
We described al this & drew anew Sole.(® Thenext day after having goneoutin aboa
to fish in Qhevery place where | & Capt Cook had been thefirst day of our arrival hereO
and where he Gaw vast Schools or small fish, playing on thewater,Ohefoundupon
landing on shore a Qrast nuber of Ear-Shdls of avery large Size onthe Shore between
the Stones. | shota Waterhen [Western Weka], & collected besides Starfish, small Shdls,
Coats of Mail, & some Corals.(3° Six weeks later after astorm which broughtstrong
windsfrom off shore, Forster and Cook went to Long Island where Q collected a good
many Shélls on the Seaweeds, which were thrown a shore by thelast wind 3° In the
Friendly Ides, Tongdabu in particular, Georg describes how heand hisfather gahered
some shdl specimensthemselves: ONVe picked up a quantity of shdls at thefoot of the
steep rock, where we sometimes waded in water to the knees uponareef, on accountof
thefloodtide which was advanding &

In additionto finding shdls onthar own, the Forsters enlisted iSandesto gather
shdlsfor them as well as buying shdlsfrom locals. After exploring the coastline of
Huahinein the Sodety Isles (Tahiti), they returned to the ship with Ga nunber of corals,
shdls, and echini, which the natives had gathered for uson the sea-shore.3? Since (hoth

sexes were expert swimmers,Othese GimphibiouscreaturesOexcelled at gathering shdls
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onthereefsandin coastal waters.™ In general, the Forsters seemed to have collected
thar own specimensduring thar stay in New Zealand, butonce they arrived in the
Sodety Idands(Tahiti), they began to rely onlocal people, in paticular, women and
children to hdp them. Georg Forster acknowledges, albeit somewhat backwardly, the
hdp herecelved from the Tahitiansin collecting arangeof natura history specimens
CBeeing that | enquired for plants, and othe natural curiosties, they broughtoff several,
thoughsometimes only theleaves withouttheflowers, and vice versa; however, among
them we saw the common species of black night-shade, and a beautiful erythiring or
coral-flower; | aso collected by these means many shdls, coralines, birds, &c.3* The
syntax isthislast clause reveals much aboutthetensonsof this partnership between the
nauralists, who arein the busness of knowing about nature, and those who, as residents
of these islands possessed an intimate knowedgeof ther naura environment. His
statement containsa veiled acknowedgament of his dgpendence onlocalsto collect for
him, butthisideaisundecut by the phrase Q collected,Owhich put him in the sentence®
subject postion to suggest hewas the active agent in the process of collecting.
Furthermore, the phrase by these meansOburies theisandesCactivitiesin a
prepostiond phrase and reduaes humansto a process (Gneans)), and thusobscures the
isandasOrole in collecting specimensfor him. Georg® smug dismissal of Tahitians)
practice of bringing him theleaves only and notthe flower, the lynchpin of Linnaean
taxonorny, is an attempt at assuming a supeior postion to thelocal people aroundhim;
however, in his narrow focuson classification, hemay have log the oppatunity to learn
more from theidande's aboutthese plants and the varioususes (as food, medicine,

clothing, shdter, tools and weapong to which they were putin this sodety.
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Pacific MarketsO

Gathering naural history specimensand cultural artifactsinvolved the Forstersin
acomplex system of barter and exchange In the Friendly Ides, Tongadabu in paticular,
Georg describes how they gahered some shdl specimensthemselves and then bought
some shdl ornaments: QWe picked up a quantity of shells at thefoot of the steep rock,
where we sometimes waded in water to the knees upona reef, on accountof theflood
tidewhich was advandng. We likewise met with several natives returning form the
tradingBplace, who sold usa number of fish-hooksand ornaments, a fish-net madelike
our castingbnets, knot of very firm thoughdende threads, some mats, and pieces of
cloth. We likewise purchased of them an apron, congsting of many wheels or stars of
plaited coco-nutfibres, aboutthree or four inches in diameter, cohe'ing togeher by the
projecting points, and omamented with small red feathers and beads cut out of shdls.3°
The Forsters use thelanguaye of the marketplace, and so did Cook and Banks to describe
these transactions usng such words as ourchase, O(boughtOand Gold,OGeorg writing:
(Preparationswere madefor sailing fromthisisland the next morning, whilst the natives
crouded aboutuswith fish, shdls, fruit, and cloth, of which we purchased all tha wasto
behad.3° Money, however, was never involved in these transactions, as nails or other
such manufactured goods were exchanged for shdls and objects madefrom shdls. For
example, Thomas Edga, Master of the Discovery onthethird voyage, wrote of
Tiarraboo: (Here we boughtHogs Fowls, Sweet Potatoes, Y ams, Bread Fruit, Plantains

CocoaNuts, Suga Canes, Apples and afew Fish, for Hatchets, Nails, Beadsetc.3’
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Thewords ourchaseOand bough©Obdie the complexity of a system that the
European voyages barely grasped as they stood on the beach exchanging, as they
thought nalsfor food,convinced initially of the value of ther own goods a mix of nals,
glass beads and cloth among other cheaply produed manufactured items. Though
phrases such as Oso desirouswere they of our thingsOappear with frequency in these
narratives,” what also creepsinto these joumds and logsis therecognition that European
QhingOwere often less desirable to Pacific islanda's than objects from other regions
within the Pacific. More popukr than English-made iron produds or textiles, were items
gathered from other isands natural objects such as red feathers and mother of pearl or
manufactured objects such as woven mats or tapacloth, which was madefrom mulberry
trees. In Tanna the crew could notinterest theidandesin trading foodor artifacts for
English ironware: Orhey set novaue on our iron-ware, but preferred Tahdtee cloth,
small pieces of green nephritic stonefrom New Zeeland, mother of pearl shdls, and,
aboveall, pieces of tortoise-shdl. For these last they sold their arms; at first, pating only
with darts and arrows, but afterwards disposng also of their bows and clubsG° Red
feathers, especialy in Tahiti, became Cavery valuable article of trade3” and was,
according to Clerke, f the mog essential serviceto us in purchasing Hogs Roots, &
Curiostiesd® so much so that GDur people giving any piece for themN on a suppostion
that they would turn to go accountin Otaheitie 3%

Thisingability of valueand the vagaries of exchangeare also revealed in the
following passage when the Tongans subditute artifacts, much desired amongthe crew,
for thefoodthe captainshad hope to receive. ONotwithstanding the engaging manne's of

the naives, we foresaw tha we should not make but avery short stay amongthem,
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because our captains could not obtain refreshmentsin any consderable quantity; which
might be owning not so much to therr scarcity upan theidand, asto the difficulty of
making our goodscurrent for such valuable articles, when they could obtain themin
exchangefor arms and utens|s.3% Complicating these exchanges between Europeans
and Pacific idande's were the competing desires anongg those onboad the ships some
sailors willing to gowithoutfresh provisionsd\ hogs coconuss, plantaing and yams--so
that they could GpurchaseOan artifact or specimen that might beworth money in London
Orhey had broughtindeed afew yams, bananas, coco-nuts, and shaddodks, for sale, but
they soondroptthat branch of trade Our people purchased an incredible number of fish
hooksmade of mother of pearl, barbed with tortoise-shdl, butin shape exactly
resembling the Tahdtee fish-hooks called witte-witte; some of which were near seven
inches long. They likewise boughtther shdls, which hungon thebreast, their necklaces,
bracelets of mother of pearl, and cylindrical sticks for theear.G* This competition
between the captaingOplansfor provisioning the ship and the sailorsCdesires for
potentially valuable curios erupted several times on Cook® voyages, sometimes leading
to ordering his crew to stop all trade until he got control of the situaion. On thethird
voyage, for ingance, Thomes Edga, the master of the Discovery, wrote tha in New
Zealand our folks were all so eager after curiosities and with all so much better provided
than in any other voyageN that our traffic with thelndianswas quite spoilt, 3% meaning
tha hewas not able to tradefor foodsince he could not compete with his own men, they
having broughtwith them hachets to tradewith the Maori. The situation got out of hand,

forcing Cook to puta temporary restraining order on his crewsQacquisition of curiosties:
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A\bout 11 this Forenoonan order from Captn. Cookewas read to the ShipsOCompany
prohibiting all people from purchasing curiosties untl further orders.3%

If tendonswere this high between the officers and the crew over the acquisition
of naura and artificia curiogties, imaginethen the intengty of competition between
crew members who collected for money and the nauralists, the Forsters, who collected,
asthey professed, for the sake of science. Perceiving their own collecting as sanctified by
ther commission as nauralists onboad, the Forsters postional themselves againg what
they described asthe craze for curiosthat had besotted the common seamen. The Forsters
were irritated by the crew@ ungientific and totally acquisitive stance towards natural and

artificial specimens™®’

Put in competition with the seamen for uniqueand rare specimens,
the senior Forster lashed at their mercenary motives, Qheir mean groveling PassionsO
with a high-minded disdan for thar activities, which were, in reality, uncomfortably
close to his own 1%

Today a Saylor offered me 6 Shdlsto sale, all of which were not quite

compleat, & heasked hdf a Gallonbrandy for them, which is now worth

more than hdf a Guinea. This shews however wha these people think to

get for ther Curiodties when they come home, & how difficult it mug be

for aMan like me, sent out on purpo<e by Government to collect natural

Curiogties, to get these thingsfromthe Nativesintheldes, as every

Sailor whasoever buysvast Quantities of Shdls, birds fish, etc. so that

thethingsget dearer & scarcer than onewould bdieve, & often they goto

such people, who have madevast Collections especially of Shdls, viz. the
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Gunne & Carpenter, who have several 1000Shdls; some of these
Curiosties are neglected, broke, thrown over boad, or log.1%
Papablein thisjournd entry are thetensonsbetween the educated men of science,
Marra@ Gexperimental men,Oand the common seamen in ther competition for
curiogties. ThoughForster and the crew were engaged in the same activity of collecting
specimens Forster had condructed arheorica divide between himself and these others
based on, as Nicholas Thomes argues, his distinction between his (ohilosophical interest
in natural historyOand their Qlesire for finandal advantageOto mark his activity as
legitimate and scientific.''°

Georg Forster, perhapschannding hisfathe@irritation, also condenned the
ignorance and rapecity of crew membersin his Voyage, complete with alongfootnote
complaining aboutthelack of respect tha scientific men like heand hisfather received
fromther fellow voyagers. One occasion particularly annoyed the both of them. Whilein
New Caledonia, the Forsters had been unable to visit theide of Ballabeea (Balabio)
because they were unwell, havingingested, alongwith Cook, avirulent poison from a
fish they had eaten. Disappointed by not beng able to explore theidand and collect
specimens they hopel to learn aboutthe place from those who had accompanied Mr.
Pickersgill on his exploration of theisland, butwere frugdrated by therespons ther
queies received: GDne of the surgeon® mates, who went on this excursion, collected a
prodigiousvariety of new and curiousshdls upontheidand of Ballabeea, andlikewise
met with many new species of plants, of which we did not see a single specimen in the
districts we had visited; butthe meanest and most unreasonable envy taughthim to

conceal these discoveries from us thoughhewas utterly incapable of making use of them
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for thebendit of science. We had therefore more reason than eve to regret that our illness
disabled usfrom sharing the perils of thislittle excursion 3™ Thefoomote tha glosses
this passagelaundhes into a general complaint agang the crew and its officers:
It will notbeimprope to acquant thereader, that we were so situated on
boad the Resolution, asto meet with obgaclesin all our researches, from
those who might have been expected to give usall manne of assistance. It
has always been thefate of science and philosophyto incur the contempt
of ignorance, and this we might have suffered without repining; but as we
could not purchase thegoodwill of every pety tyrant with gold, we were
studioudy debared [from] the means of drawing the least advantageto
science from the observation of othe's, who of thanselves did not know
how to make theprope use of adiscovery when they had madeit. . . . It
may seem extraordinary, tha men of science, sent outin aship bdonging
to themog enlightened naionin theword, should be cramped and
deprived of the means of pursuing knowledge in a manne which would
only become a set of barbarians. . . . If there had not been afew
individuds of amore liberal way of thinking, whose disinterested lovefor
the sciences comforted usfromtime to time, we should in all probability
have fallen victims to tha malevolence, which even the postive
commandsof captain Cook were sometimes inufficient to keep within
bounds'*?
In its self-pitying tone this passage mirrors another that the senior Forster wrotein his

joumd theyear before while confined to the ship in Dusky Soundbecause of bad
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weather. He complainstha heand his son have the worst cabin onthe ship, onetha
made his duties as a naturalist difficult to perform, al of which heinterpreted as
indicative of thelow esteem with which his activities were hdd by the Resolution®
officers.

It rained still & was vastly bad foggy weather: We finished some
Descriptions cleaned Shdls, broughta side plants etc: butfew things
would keep, on accountof the moist weather: my Cabin was a Magazine
of all thevariouskindsof plants, fish, birds Shdls, Seed etc. hitherto
collected: which madeit vastly damp, dirty, crammed, & caused very
noxiousvapours, & an offensve small, & bengjust unde the Chan-
plates & the Ship lying close in Shore unde high trees; it was so dak, tha
| was obliged to lighta candle during day, when | wanted to write
something: Noneof theother Cabinson the same deck, was subject to this
inconvenience .. . sometimes | was pent in for hourstogeher . . . dl the
dirt and naise in thewhole Ship, was accumulated aboutit: so that my &
my Sonsaccomoddionswere theworst in thewhde Ship, unde all
circumstances, in hot & cold climates, in dry& moist weather, at Anchor
& at Sea™

Irritated by thelack of respect shown to him and his mission, J.R. Forster complained
much aboutthe conditionsunde which he gahered natural history specimens
complaining to such a degree tha hemanaged to arouse the crewsQdislike so that,
according to William Wales, the astronomer, Qhere was scarce aman in the ship with

whomhehad notquarelled.3*
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While the Forsters worked hard to separate ther acquisitive activities fromthe
crewsQ) Pacific I9ande's noted the naturalistsOand the crewsOpassion for natural history
objects and did not discriminate between these two forms of collecting they observed.
Cook recounts an inddent where anative boy modked the crew@® eagerness to tradefor
Pacific artifacts; Ot was astonishing to see with wha eagerness everyonecatched at
every thing they saw, it even went so far as to become theridicule of the Natives by
offering pieces of sticks, stones and wha notto exchange onewaggish Boy took apiece
of humen excrement on a stick and hdd it outto every oneof our people he met with.G™
Interestingly, Cook here postionshimself outsidethis curio collecting frenzy that
ovewhdmed distinctionsbetween science and profit, obsuring his own paticipdionin
this competition for naural history specimensand expectation of profiting from these

activities.

Celebrity, Value, and Provenance

Wha Cook could not anticipate was theway in which natural and artificia
curiogties collected on his three voyages would become even more valuable with his
death. To glimpse the celebrity statusaccorded to Cook pogshunoudy and the
desirability of thingsassodated with his voyages, | mention here two ingances tha
capture theintengty of thedesire to acquire Cook memorabilia. Thefirst example comes
from thenarrative written in 1792by George Tobin, 3 Lieutenant on the Providence,
captained by William Bligh, who was attempting for the secondtime after the disastrous
Bounty voyageto trangport breadfruit seedlingsfrom Tahiti to the British West Indies.

Tobin recounts how he encountered on Tahiti aportrait of Cook tha had been panted by

49



Webbea onthethird voyage and had been left as apat of a gift exchangewith thechiefly
Pomare: Q cannotrefrain from remarking with what friendly care and reverence a picture
of Captain Cook by Webbe (panted while at Tahiti in hislast voyage) was preserved by
Pomare. Nothing | suppo® could tempt this amiable chief to part with it. Much did |
cove the polygraphic secret, to steal theportrait of thisimmortal navigator, which was
said by those who knew him to bea mog striking resemblance. It has been cusomary for
thedifferent commande's of vessels visiting theidand to note onthe back of this picture
thetime of ther arrival and departure. Some other tablet mus now befound,as visits
have been so frequent, no more space is left. 3*° Clearly, Pomare valued the portrait as an
emblem of his relationship with Cook, with whomhe had multiple and complex
encountrs, and in cherishing this portrait, he had become a collector of Cook

117 Behind Tobin® somewha ironic revelation of his own impulses to steal

memorabilia.
theportrait from Pomare lies arecognition of thevaluetha such an item would have had
in Londonas well as voicing acontrapunia note to the repeated complaints aboutwhat
thieves Pacific ISande's were. Perhaps even more bizarre than Tobin® fantasies of
thievery was the eagerness with which the officers and crew of the Lady Penrhyn
snached at the oppotunity to buy Omai@ thingsuponther arrival to Tahiti, and hearing
that Omai had died and his CEuropean articles of Domestic & Culinary Use which hehad
been liberally supplied with by the Government upon his return [to Tahiti from Britain]
with Captain Cook, were so little esteem[ed], or at least [thar] use so little known or
attended to by his Countrymen tha several of theArticles were broughton Board our

Ship & offer@ for Sale OMr.Watts purchased several items, induding a GCast Iron Pot.O

Thecirculation and exchangeof oljects here is dizzying: Cook broughtOmai to England

5C



on the secondvoyage, returning him onthethird voyageto Tahiti with European
supplies, induding a horse, armor, weapons fireworks, toys and domestic metalware;
Omai had valued these objects because they represented Britain and the (fire)power he
thoughthe had acquired while there, butonce hedied, these objects log thar valueand
hisfellow idande's were eager to sell them back to those who they figured valued such
items, and so, the pot made the journey back to Britain, loaded with significance. The
valueof thepotfor Watts was notto be foundin its use butin its provenance, having
been owned by Omai who had joumeyed with Cook.

To gaugetheeffect tha Cook® celebrity statushad on thevalueof naural history
objects assodated with hisvoyages, | turn briefly to sales catalogues and museum guides
tha promoted the Cook assodation in their descriptionsof materia culture and naural
history specimens When George Humphrey went bankruptin thelate 1770s hewas
forced to sell mog of natural history specimensalongwith severa artifacts, drawings
and reference bookstha made up his vast collections The sales cataloguefor this
auction, which lasted 36 days, Museum Humphredianum, a Catalogue of the Large and
Valuable Museum of Mr. George Humphrey (1779) containsdescriptionsof shdlsand
CCuriogties from the new discovered Islandsin the South Seas.OShdls from New
Amsterdam, New Zealand, and OtahdteN Gafinepartridgetun, South SeasOand a
Qxlouded Ethiopian crown, New HollandOwere listed alongsde O\ curiousbasket made
of cocoanutfibres and beaded with shdls, AnamokkaOand Ga grass apron worn by the
dandng girls of Otahdte, and a curiousornament made of cocoanutfibres, formed into a
variety of singular shapes, and decorated with shdls, &c. Anamokka 3™ In the Preface

to Museum Calonnianum (1797), theauction cataloguefor the sale of Mongeur de
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Calonnd3 collection of natural history specimens George Humphrey explainstha this
wealthy man, an ex-minister in the French govenment, had specia accessto various
QircumnavigaorsOin addition to having purchased many of his shdls, over forty of
them, from thelate Duchess of Portland® auction, oneof which is described as having
been (roughthome by Capt. Cook on hisfirst voyage roundtheworld, and was goton
the coral reef off Endeavour River. M. P. 3832(3"

Cook® popukbrity was also reinforced by the collectionsdisplayed in commercial
museums such those owned by Sir Ashton Lever and William Bullock.*® TheLeverian,
thelargest and oneof thefirst commercial museums, had severa rooms devoted to the
display of Pacific artifacts and natural history specimensassodated with Cook® voyages.
Several of the museum@ Native American artifacts from the Pacific Northwest were
broughtback from thethird voyage® exploration of the coastline of what is now British
Columbia and Alaska as Cook searched for the Northwest passage Orhe public are
respectfully informed, tha a great variety of very curiousarticles from NOOTKA, or King
George@® Sound, are to be seen at the Museum, the whole of which were collected by
Captain Cook. 3% William Bullock@ museum, established at the tum of the century in
Liverpool, contained artifacts roughtfrom the South Seas by Captain Cook Oas
announed in his guidebook, a pamphlet entitied G\ Companion to Mr. Bullock®
Museum, Containing a Description of Upwards of Three Hundred CuriostiesO(1801)
Thislinking of specimensto Cook® voyages continued to be a strategy employed
decades after Cook@ degth to interest visitors in amuseum@ collections In 1813
Captain JohnLaskey published a guideto the Hunterian Museum in Glasgow, focusng

onthose shdlswith provenances tha induded notonly Cook but also the Duchess of
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Portland. Of theGBenusOstrea. . . [thg] white hanmer oyster,Ohewrites: Orhis
specimen was broughthome by Captain Cook from the Coral Reef at Endeavour River,
andis very rare. Twelve Guiness have been given for afine specimen.OAnother very rare
shdl in the Hunterian Museum is an Arca, its @ounty unknown,Oand only oneother
specimen isin this County, which origindly bdonged to thelate Duchess of Portland, at
whos sale it was purchased by thelate Dr. Fordyce, for L. 4:15:0, and at the sale of the
Doctor(3 Cabinet afew years since, it sold abovelL . 5.3% Aswe can see from Laskey®
fascination with tracing the movement of Cook®@shdlsin and out of collections shdls
collected on Cook®voyages continued to beatopic tha shdl collectors discussed well
into the ningteenth century, eager to provetha the Pacific shdlsin ther posession had a
provenance tha could betraced to Captain Cook

Of keen interest were shels assodated with Cook®@voyages, their connestion
with the dudhess further elevating thar valueandif they had been named by Daniel
Solande, thisincreased thar valueto naturalists and seriousshdl collectors even more.
For example, Lot 4039in the Portland sales catalogue congsted of oneshdl and sold for
nearly 9 pounds O\ very fine specimen of Voluta pecifica, S. broughtby Capt. Cook,
fromthe Reef off Endeavour River, onthe Coast of New Holland,Othe S. here referringto
Solande, who had examined and named it.**® Thoudh provenance may seem to bea
category best |eft to the connosseuria practice of authenticating art objects, provenance
did increase the value of scientific objects despite notionsof scientific valuebeng
somehow free from theinfluence of desire and thevagaries of the marketplace. As
Charles Smith notesin his sodological study of auctions GProvenance and ownership of

itemsN past, present, and futureN are often equdly important defining characteristics as
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price. .. . Theimportance of provenance and ownership undescores thefact tha objects
are seldomif ever confronted in isolation. They are rather perceived as embedded in a
complex sodal reality. Central to this context is nat only thehistory of ownership and
originsof theitemsin question butthe relationsips between the people with an interest
in theitems.3* Tha naural history specimens could take on qudities assodiated with
and manipulated by the marketplace may seem strangegiven exalted notionsof science
as Qlisinterested3-not motivated by econonic interest and opeating in a terrain distinct
from the marketplace--, but clearly, then and now, science is embedded in complex sodal
realities. It is this sodal embeddedness, in particular Qherelationships between peopleO
tha Smith sees as central to the condruction of value, to which I now turn as we explore
thesodal, econormic, and discursive processes by which value and meaning were
ascribed to shdls asthey moved in and out of thedivergent and overlapping categories of

commodity, gift, and scientific specimen.
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! Nicholas Thomas makes the point that immediately after thefirst voyage, GCook was no
celebrity,Oand that it was Bankswho was the object of gossip, newspaper coverage,
lampoons and satirical prints. Cook was noticed, however, by the Admiralty, which was
impressed with his mapsand navigaiond contibutions See Cook: The Extraordinary
Voyages of Captain James Cook (New Y ork: Walker & Company, 2004) 142 Cook®
reputation grew with the pulication in 1773of John Hawkesworth@ compilation of the
Endeavour joumds, An Account of the Voyages . . . in the Southern Hemisphere, S0 tha
by thetime the secondvoyage conduded, hewas well known to the public, butit wasthe
third voyagethat catapulted him into therealm of naiond heroes.

2 Anon.(ro theMemory of Captain James CookOin 4 Voyage to the Pacific Ocean, 3
vols. (Londa, 1784) 1: Ixxxviii.

% Thomes Edga, OA Joumd of a Voyage Undataken to the South Seas on discoveries by
His Majesty@ Ships Resolution and Discovery. Captain James Cook & Chas. Clerke
Esqrs. Commande's, kept by Thomas Edga, MasterOof the Discovery. BL Add. MS.
37528,f. 45.

* Omai was written by John O eeffe, themusic was composed by William Shield, and
JohnWebba, artist fromthethird voyage, may have panted the scenes. Webba @
drawingswere used by Loutherbourg for the cogume and set designs

®> The Honolulu Academy of Art has an exhibition of wallpaper depicting Cook®
encouniers with Pacific Iandes.

® Lot 3657,4 Catalogue of the Portland Museum (London,1785), 169.
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" July 1777,0Mr Andason® Accourt of thelsand and Its ProdudionsOin James Cook,
Voyage to the Pacific Ocean, 3 vols. (London 17&) 1: 335

® Solande to Board of British Museum, April 1 177; f. 20; July 301779;f. 21

Diary and Occurrence-Book of the British Museum April 2" 1773to April 1782(signed
Daniel Solande) BL AddMS 45875

® The British Museum@ Diary and Occurrence Book contains nottionswhich indicate
that Cook gave Calarge assortment of artificia curiosties from the South Sea |sand<O
(Octobe 6, 1775)as did the Forsters. Also noted are the Duchess of Portland® gifts of
Weymouth shdls.

19 BMNH, Banks Correspondaice, DTC 1: 95-96; Aug 14 1775

Y See Natural History Auctions, 1700-1972: A Register of Sales in the British Isles,
compiled by J. M. Chadmers-Hunt (London:Sotheby Parke Bernet, 1976) which lists at
least a dozen auctioneers who speciaized in selling natural history specimens

12’3, Peter Dance writes: Many of the officers and seamen who sailed with Cook
returned with collectionsof shdls and other @uriosities.OBut few of them intended to
keep such things they wanted to sell them. Because such material was amos unknown
in Europe dealerswerewillingto pay well for it; they knew they would make a
handsome profit when they hawked it in turn to wealthy collectors.OSee Orhe Cook
Voyages and Condhology QJournal of Conchology 26 (1971): 354379,366.See aso P.
J. P. Whitehead, QA guideto the Dispersal of Zoological Material from Captain Cook®
Voyages,OPacific Studies (1979: 52-93.

13 Solander to Banks, Augug 22, 1775;Webster Collection Kew BC 1.51.

14 British Library, MS Add. 33977,f 53.&rrom on board his Majesty® Sloop
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Resolution, 1776[5].0

> BMNH, Banks Correspondeice, DTC 1: 213;Sept 26 1778

8 BMNH, DTC, 1: 72; July 25,1774.

" Linnean Sodety, Pulteney Correspondence, HS to RP, November 28,1775.

'8 Seymer( misspdling of Inghan Foster@® nameN ForsterN has led to some confusion
with Jacob Forster, aminera dealer. P. J. P Whitehead argues tha Seymer meant Jacob
Forster in hisarticle. However, | agree with Peter Dance that it was Inghan Foger who
boughtshdls on Seymer@ behdf (4 History of Shell Collecting, 76).

91 innean Sodiety, Pulteney Correspondaice, Seymer to RP; November 28, 1775

% |innean Sodiety, Pulteney Correspondence, Seymer to RP, November 28,1775.

2! Linnean Sodiety, Pulteney Correspondaice, DDP to RP, Margate, Augug 211784,

%2 innean Sodiety, Pulteney Correspondance, Seymer to RP, May 31772;0ct 23, 1775
Aug 19,1774

2 Linnean Sodety, Pulteney Correspondence, Seymer to RP, Nov 28, 1775;DDP to RP,
April 91772 Whitehdl.

' For Thomes Martyn(3 activities as a dealer, see Dance, chapter 4 of History of Shell
Collecting (1986)

% See Solande @ dipsfor Forster( name next to Ostrea erbiculan (?).

% BMNH, RP 89 q P, Mss relative to British Testacea, O\ Catalogueof Shdls chiefly
from the South Seas sent down to Mr. Seymer from Mr. Geo. Humphreys Sept 18, 17750
f. 157

%" Linnean Sodiety, Pulteney Correspondance, Seymer to RP, November 28,1775.

“ BMNH, PULA LMSS, daCogato RP, duly 20, 1776,f 14v.
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? Fortunaely, daCoga@ habit of writing down theauction prices was a practice shared
by others, and we have today many such annotated sales catalogues, induding more
importantly for our project, the sale cataloguefor the duchess@® auction. The British
Library possesses several of these catalogues; | assume they were apart of Banks@
collection of natural history books

% |n hisarticle on Cook@shéls, Peter Dance writes: (Beymer acquired his specimens
from dealers, butthe PORTLAND and LEVER collections thoughenriched by shdls
boughtfrom dealers or acquired at auctions benefited from gifts of shdlsfrom leading
paticipants in the voyagesO(369). For more on this topic, see Dance, Orhe Cook
Voyages and Condhology QJournal of Conchology 26 (1971): 354-379.

3! Linnean Sodiety, Pulteney Correspondance, DDP to RP June29 178Q Bulstrode

%2 Linnean Sodiety, Pulteney Correspondaice, DDP to RP: Dec 24, 1771;Jan 16 1772,
Whitehdl; April 91772,Whitehdl.

% Linnean Sodety, Pulteney Correspondance, Dss to RP, March 1778#24.

% Delany, 3: 262.

B W. S. Lewis, Ontrodudion,OHorace Wal pole, The Duchess of Portland's Museum
(New York: The Grolier Club, 1936) vi; Horace Walpole Correspondence (New Haven:
Y ale University Press), 9: 114

% AWha additionshave you madeto your shdls? mine has received very few additions
from the South seas & an irreparable loss of alarge collection from Madras of sea shdls
& aBox of Land & River shdlsall sunk & gonein the General [Barker?] that | am
alsmot indined to give up any future hopes of getting any having so often been

disappointed.O(Dss to RP, Whitehdl, April 6" 1781).
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3" Duyker and Tingbrand, Solander’s Correspondence, (1995) 190

% Linnean Sodiety, Pulteney Correspondaice, DDP to RP, Margate, Augug 211784,

¥ Mrs. Delany and the Duchess of Portland visited Banksin Londonin 1771: ONe were
yesterday at Mr Banksto see some of thefruits of histravels, and were ddighted with
pantingsof the Otahdtie plants, quite different from anything the Dss ever saw, so they
mus bevery new to me! O Qtd by Ruth Hayden, Mrs Delany: Her Life and her Flowers
(New York: New Amsterdam, 1993, 114-115.

0 See J. M. Chdmers-Hunt, Natural History Auctions, 1700-1972: A Register of Sales in
the British Isles (London:Sotheby Parke Bernet, 1976).

“'BMNH, Genera Library, Pulteney Mss 89 g P OMss relative to British Testacea, Of.
156: O\ Catalogueof Shdls chiefly from the South Seas sent down to Mr. Seymer form
Mr. Geo. Humphreys.O

“2 Richard Pulteney copied letters and catalogues origindly written by other people; these
doauments are therefore often withoutclear attribution, some seeming to have been
origindly sent to Seymer from Humphrey and other Londoncorrespondents, and Seymer
passing them onto Pulteney, who copied them, and probably sent them back to Seymer,
all of which makes for some confuson. Such is the case with this letter, which seemsto
have origindly been written by Martyn andis dated Dec 9 178Q BMNH, Pulteney Mss
89 q P QM ss relative to British Testacea, Of. 159

“3 BMNH, Pulteney Mss 89 q P OMss relative to British Testacea, Of. 161: OMr
Humphreys@® Shdls out of the Resolution and Discovery sent down to Mr. S. [Seymer]

Dec. 3 17800copied in RPG hand.
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* Nottinghan Library, DDP to son: PWF 872 Aug2 1772Bulstrodeand PWF 874 Aug
141772Bulstrode

> The autobiography and correspondence of Mary Granville, Mrs. Delany: with
interesting reminiscences of King George the Third and Queen Charlotte, edited by Lady
Llanove, [2d series] 3vds. (London,R. Bentley, 1861-62), 3: 495-6.

6 QA Catalogueof thelarge and capital Collection of Pictures. . . of JamesWest . . . sold
by auction, by Mess. Langford@O(London 1773, 7.

47 Altick, Shows, 23.

4 See J. M. Chamers-Hunt, Natural History Auctions, 59-67.

s, peter Dance, (Bhdls,Oin J. M. Chadmers-Hunt, Natural History Auctions, 45-51,46-
57.

%0 Qtd in Peck, Alcohol and Arsenic,037-39.

°1 J. R. Forster, C8hott Directionsfor Lovers and Promoters of Natural History,Oin 4
Catalogue of the Animals of North America (London,1771) 39.

%2 JohnMawe, O\ Short Treatise.. . . to encouragethe collecting of Natural HistoryO
(1804) 4; in facsmile edition compiled by Jeffrey D. Stilwell, The World’s First Shell
Collecting Guide (Perth: Western Audralia Museum, 2003) 36.

%3 JohnMawe, The Voyager’s Companion, or Shell Collector’s Pilot (London,1821) xii;
in facsmile edition compiled by Jeffrey D. Stilwell, The World’s First Shell Collecting
Guide (Perth: Western Audralia Museum, 2003) 48.

> Theword GhegroOwas notonly araciaized category butaso theterm used
euphanistically as a subditute for theword Qlave.OSlavery was not abolished in the

British West Indies until 1833 andin Brazil 1888. Mawe (1821) 10.
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> Mawe (1821) 14-16.

% Qtd. MacGregor, in Impey and MacGregor, 155-56.

>" Experimental GentlemenGis Marra@ phrasein his letter to Banks Marra@ name as
theauthor of abookon the voyage suggests tha he wrote a bookabouthis experiences.
However, it is doubful tha John Marrawrote Journal of the Resolution Voyage (1779
since theletter he wrote to Banks suggests someone who is semi-literate (no sense of
grammar, punduation or spdling or how to complete a thoughtin sentence form) and the
bookreadslike the prose of a literary hack mimicking Hawkesworth@ grand literati style.
This book containsnofirst person accountof collecting of specimens nor does it
describe persond events such as his flogging for insuborinaion, all of which leadsone
to sugpect hemay have authorized theuse of his nameto sell thework of a hack. For
Marra@ punishment for insubordination, see Robt Coope, OA Jouma of the Proceedings
of His Majesty@ Sloop Resolution, on a voyage upon Discovery towardsthe South Pole,O
PRO (Kew), Adnv 104 Augug 1773 f. 30v.

8 BMNH, 89 q P, Mss relative to British Testacea, O\ Catalogueof Shels chiefly from
the South Seas sent down to Mr. Seymer from Mr. Geo. Humphreys,OSept. 18, 1775 f.
156.

*¥ Much scholarly attention has been bestowed on Pacific artifacts collected by Cook®
crew, with such anthropologists as AdrienneL. Kaeppler leading theway. Mog notably
and recently, astunningly beautiful and intelligently contextudized exhibition of the
artifacts collected by the Forsters has been organized by Gottigen museum and has

traveled aroundtheglobe Thevery highqudity of scholarship on Pacific artifacts is not
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lacking, and for these reasons my attentionis turned to recovering the history of natural
history collecting on Cook® voyages.

% Thomes Edga, OA Joumd of a Voyage undetaken to the South Seas on discoveries by
His Majesty® Ships Resolution and Discovery. Captain James Cook & Chas. Clerke,
Esgrs. Commandes, Kept by Thomes Edgar, MasterOof the Discovery.OBL AddMS
37528,f. 16v.

®1 PRO, Kew, Clerke@ log of the Adventure, Adm 55/103, f. 181).

22 IR, Forster, The Resolution Journal of Johann Reinhold Forster, 1772-1775, 4 vols,
ed. by Michael E. Hoare (London:Hakluyt Sodety, 1982) 4: 652

% JohnHawkesworth, An Account of the Voyages . . . for the Discoveries in the Southern
Hemisphere, 3vols. (London 1773, 2: 197.

* Hawkesworth, 3: 501-2.

®® Some early English settlers to North Americaregarded clams and muscles foundonthe
beaches and rocks of the New England coastline as not appropriate foodfor humans
thoughthey knew Indians ate them. The Puritans of the Massachustts Bay Colony let
thar hogsrunloose onthebeaches to feed on clams and muscles, a practice that upset the
local naive inhabitants. See William Cronon, Changes in the Land: Indians, Colonists,
and the Ecology of New England (New Y ork: Hill and Wang, 1983)

% Jacques-Julien Labillardiere, Voyage in Search of La Perouse . . . during the Years
1791, 1792, 1793, and 1794, trans fromthe French, 2 Vols. (London,1800) 1:212

%7 Cook, Endeavour Journal, Terradd Fuego, 15 Januay 1769;transcription of
Manuript 1, page 28, Nationd Library of Audralia; hitp://southseas.nla.gov.au

/joumas/cook/1769011entml accessed (05-October-08).

62



% Thomes, Cook, 51-52.

% Qtd Thomas, Cook 55.

" Thomes, Cook 54.

" Hawkesworth, 3: 498

2 Cook, Endeavour Journal, crossed out section for April 29,1770;transcription of

Nationd Library of Audralia, Manuscript 1, page 228; http://nla.gov.au/nla.cs-ss-jrnl-

co0k-1770042%ccessed (05-Aug-08)

3 Cook®autograph log and journd of theEndeavour Voyage BL, Add. MS 27,886, .

88v.

™ This passage was written by Tobias Furneaux as he commanded the Adventure, the
ship that was to accompany the Endeavour but became separated and returned home to
England ayear before the Endeavour. Cookinduded Fumeaux® narativein his
published volume, Voyage towards the South Pole, 2 vols. (London,1777) 1: 117.

™ Hawkesworth, 2: 347.

® Hawkesworth, 3: 441

" AnneSalmond, The Trial of the Cannibal Dog: Captain Cook in the South Seas
(London:Penguin, 2004) 140;Hawkesworth, 2: 392-95; Januay 22 1770.

8 Horeta as told to John White,Oqtd. by Salmond, Cannibal Dog, 131-2.

™ Arthur Bowes-Smythe, 10" February 1788, Journal of Voyage of Penrhyn; BL, Add.

MS. 47,966, f. 46v.
8 Arthur Bowes-Smythe, 25" July 1788 Journal of Voyage of Penrhyn; BL, Add.MS.
47,966,f. 67. This passagerefers to Otaheite, a destinaion hevisited after theship

ddivered its cargo of convicts.
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8 Bowes-Smythe Sept 27" 1788;qtd in. Journal of Arthur Bowes-Smythe, ed. Paul J.
Fidlon and RJ Ryan (Sydney, 1979, (based on manuscript BL X 800 31062) 120

8 Arthur Bowes-Smyth, Journal of Voyage of Penrhyn, 28 Jan 1788;BL, Add.MS,
47,966,f. 42.

8 Arthur Bowes-Smyth, Journal, Januay 23,1788;BL, AddMS 47966 f. 41.

# Hawkesworth, 3: 521

8 Sydney Parkinson, A Journal of a Voyage to the South Seas (London 1773; reprinted
by AudraianaFacsmile Editions(Addaide Libraries Boad of South Audralia, 1792)
138.

8. C. Beaglehole, ed., The Endeavour Journal of Joseph Banks, 1768-1771, 2 vols.
(Sydney: Angusand Robetson, 1962) 223 See also Guy L. Wilking O\ Catalogueand
Historical Accountof the Banks Shdl Collection OBulletin of the British Museum
(Natural History), Historical Series 16 (1953) 71-119.

8 April 7, 1773; The Resolution Journal of Johann Reinhold Forster, edited by Michael
E. Hoae (London:Hakluyt Sodety, 1982) 4 vols. [here after JRF] 2: 248;and May 28,
1773;JRF 2: 287.

% JRF 2: 250

% JRF 2: 250

% JRF 2: 287

% George Forster, 4 Voyage Around the World, 2 vols. (London 1777) 1: 453 Hereafter
GF.

® GF, 2:118

% GF, 1: 263(referring to Tahiti) and 1: 456-7 (referring to Tonga.
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% GF, 1: 263

% GF, 1: 453

% GF, 1:357.

" Edga, OA Joumd of theVoyage. . . Kept by Thomas Edgar, Master of the
DiscovayQ BL Add MS 37528;f. 57v.

% Edga, BL AddMS 37528 . 43v.

% GF, 2: 299

190 Eqga, BL Add MS 37528 38v.

190 Edga, BL Add MS 37528 f. 55v.

192 Edga, BL Add MS 37528 38v.

% GF, 1: 436

194 GF, 1: 436 Museum Humphredianum (1779)mentionsa shel specimen with aholein
it, madeby an islande, so tha it could bethreaded with string and could beworn around
the neck.

1% Edgar, BL Add MS. 37528 f. 22

19 Edga, BL, AddMS 37528:f. 31v.

197 peter Dance states; OVhatever the scientific value of the shdls broughtback by
Cook®@men, the overriding incentive to collect them was the progpect of making moneyO
(GCook® Voyages, O370).

198 See Hoare@ discussion of tensonsbetween the Forsters and the crew in The Tactless
Philosopher (1976)

199 The Resolution Journal of Johann Reinhold Forster, 1772-1775, 4 vols, ed. Michael

E. Hoae (London:Hakluyt Sodety, 1982) 4: 647,555557.
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10 Thomas, Entangled Objects, 141.

" GF, 2: 419420.

2 GF, 2: 420

13 JRF, Resolution Journal, 2: 251.

Y4 William Wales wrote: (Before we reached New Zealand thefirst time, there was
scarce aman in the ship with whomhe [Forster] had not quarelled with on onepretence
or anotherO(Remarks, 6-7).

15 Cook, Journal of Resolution, British Library, Add. MS 27,886f. 148.5" Oct. 1773
116 George Tobin, Captain Bligh's second chance : an eyewitness account of his return to
the South Seas, edited by Roy Schreiber (London: Chaham, 2007) 117.

7 For an astute discussion of how Pacific Idande's were collectors too, see Jennifer
Newel I3 GCollecting from the Collectors: Pacific Islande's and the spoils of EuropeOa
pat of the Gottingen University® Cook-Forster exhibition, made available by the
Nationd Museum of Audraiaonlineat:
http://www.nma.gov.au/cookbackgroundphpdackground=Collectors

Y8 Museum Humphredianum (London 1779, 120.

Y19 Museum Calonnianum (London 17979, iii-v, 44.

120 For afuller treatment of late eighteenth-century British museums, see Richard D.
Altick, The Shows of London (Cambridge Harvard University Press, 1978) J. C. H.
King, ONew Evidence for the Contents of the L everian Museum,QJournal of the History
of Collections 8 (1996: 167-186; Clare Haynes, O\ MNatural OExhibitiona: Sir Ashton

Lever and his Holosphusikon, British Journal of Eighteenth-Century Studies 24 (2001)
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1-14; and Edward P. Alexande, QVilliam Bullock: Little-Remembered Museologist and
Showman,OCurator 28 (1985) 117-147.

12X The World (25June1790) 1; qtd.in J C. H. King, ONew Evidence for the Contents
of the Leverian Museum,QJournal of the History of Collections 8 (1996: 167-186,173.
122 JohnLaskey, A General Account of the Hunterian Museum (Glasgow, 1813, 100.
123 portland Museum, 190.

124 Charles Smith, Auctions (New York: Free Press, 1989), 40.
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